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1_ Introduction

1.1 Project overview

Stainforth is undergoing a huge amount of change and has a bright
future ahead of it. Building on the existing assets within the town
and community, Stainforth can unlock it’s full potential to become an
attractive, healthy and prosperous place to live and work. Stainforth
provides the setting for Unity, one of the largest regeneration and
infrastructure projects of its kind in the UK. This will bring new
residents and a wide range of employment opportunities to the
region. This new strategic development, along with significant
investment in the existing town and population, will stimulate lasting
and meaningful transformation in Stainforth.

ROLE OF THE MASTERPLAN
Doncaster Council have commissioned Arup to develop a masterplan for
Stainforth with the aim to set a clear direction for the development of the town for
the next 15 years. The study will form the basis of the Towns Fund Investment
Plan and identifies areas of opportunity that will act as catalysts for the long-term
regeneration of the town.
The Towns Fund provides an opportunity to bid for funding to drive the
sustainable economic regeneration of towns to deliver long term economic
and productivity growth, through: local transport; digital connectivity; urban
regeneration, planning and land use; arts, culture and heritage; skills
infrastructure; and enterprise infrastructure.
DESIGN APPROACH
The strategic projects within the masterplan have been prioritised through
an outcome-led approach that considers the designated outcomes for the
Towns Fund, as well as the key drivers for Stainforth that are summarised in
the accompanying Baseline Report. The Baseline Report sets out the policy,
socioeconomic, connectivity and property market context of Stainforth, identifying
the key drivers for change in the town and the key themes to be addressed
through the Towns Fund.
The masterplan has considered proposals put forward in the emerging Stainforth
Neighbourhood Plan and associated engagement with the community, and
has been developed with an understanding of the Unity Yorkshire mixed use
development. It has been developed alongside Doncaster Council and Stainforth
Town Council, and though extensive consultation with stakeholders, which
include the local business community.

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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An Implementation Plan has been developed that sets out the proposed
interventions, providing illustrative time-scales, high-level costings and funding
options, and initial implementation plans for each strategic project.
This masterplan document should be read in conjunction with the Baseline
Report and Implementation Plan.
STAINFORTH
Stainforth is a small town located in the north east of the metropolitan borough
of Doncaster. It is a former mining community and the town area includes the
former Hatfield Main Colliery, which closed in 2015. The project area includes
the Stainforth Built-Up Area sub division and Unity, a major new mixed-use
development covering an area of approximately 250 hectares (618 acres),
adjacent to and partly within Stainforth.
Stainforth has a number of strengths and opportunities, including a strong
community spirit, a distinctive heritage and good transport connectivity with
the Hatfield and Stainforth Rail Station. The town has suffered socially and
economically in recent decades, particularly following the demise of the mining
industry, which has created a number of economic and social problems. The
Towns Fund combined with the opportunities of the strategic Unity development
provide an exciting and once in a generation opportunity for Stainforth to secure
investment to deliver positive, transformational and lasting change.

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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1_ Introduction

1.2 Stainforth then

Stainforth is old English for ‘stony ford’. The settlement of Stainforth developed
along the Stainforth and Keadby Canal, to the south of the River Don, and to
what is now the north of the town. In 1348 Stainforth received a Royal Charter,
entitling it to hold a weekly market and annual ten day fair.
Stainforth is a former mining community and the neighbourhood area includes
built heritage assets associated with the former Hatfield Main Colliery. The
Colliery, which closed in 2015 is located to the east of the town. The colliery went
into production in 1921 and led to the growth of the town around the mining site.
By 1930 there were 3,600 people working in Stainforth, and many houses, shops
and entertainment facilities were built. When the mine was in operation there
was a large workforce in the mines and strong community. There was a sense of
pride and purpose in the town and the heritage is still valued by residents today.
The grade II listed headstock’s remain a prominent feature visible throughout the
town as a reminder of Stainforth’s past.

Hatfield Main Colliery 1920s

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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Station Road 1950s

Silver Street 1900s

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

Hatfield Main Colliery and Rail Sidings

Stainforth Market 1900s

Hatfield Winding Shaft 1930s
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1_ Introduction

1.3 Stainforth today

Stainforth today has many existing assets and opportunities, as well as facing a number of challenges. It
has been identified as a potential growth town within the Council’s agenda and has a great deal to offer in
contributing to the future economic growth of Doncaster and the wider area.

Vacant former Colliery site and Listed Headstock’s

Community facilities and volunteers

Stainforth Town Centre

Derelict sites and vacant units within Town Centre

Hatfield and Stainforth Railway Station

Green space including East Lane Playground

Network of streets and pedestrianised routes

School children

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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Towns Fund Boundary
Key routes
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1_ Introduction

1.4 Stainforth by numbers

DRIVERS FOR CHANGE
Stainforth is amongst the 10% most deprived places in the country. The
percentage of economically active people in Stainforth was lower than Doncaster
and England levels suggesting a lack of employment opportunities. Elementary
and skills trades are the main occupations and there is a low proportion of
professional occupations. There is a high proportion of residents with no
qualifications which may result in local businesses not having access to a local
skilled labour workforce. Claimant count has particularly increased and is still
increasing since March 2020 due to the Covid-10 pandemic.
Household poverty and child poverty is high and there are clear signs of health
inequality, with high obesity levels and lower life expectancy than the National
average. Crime is a threat in the town, particularly anti-social behaviour, criminal
damage and arson, within residential areas, near shops, and open spaces.
There is general poor use of the existing open space, which is often percevied
to be unsafe and uncared for. There is a low cultural and leisure offer within the
town and a number of vacant and derelict units which create an unattractive
environment. Stainforth suffers from a number of movement and accessibility
barriers, in particular to the Rail Station, which is not used to its full potential.
Poor access to digital services remains a challenge for Stainforth that limits
economic growth.
The need for immediate change is clear, and the statistics presented in
this section demonstrate some key areas needing action. Access to jobs and
training opportunities are a key priority, along with improving the townscape
environment and promoting more positive use of open space to encourage
healthy activities, safer places and a greater sense of pride.

10%
10%

most deprived
places in country

30%
6th

economically
inactive

31%

within the		
decile for
air quality (10th being worst)

34%

rise in unemployment
claims since Mar 2020
due to Covid-19

child poverty

31%

have no qualifications

12%

child obesity at
reception year age
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most deprived
for crime

households in poverty
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GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES
Despite the challenges, there are many opportunities to improve the existing
environment and encourage social and economic change. The Unity
development provides a strong context for change and growth and will deliver
thousands of new jobs and homes, supporting productive industries and growing
the economy sustainably.
Unity

There is a strong sense of community and passion for the existing Stainforth
town, which is evident through the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. A number of
existing community resources are in place, including: Stainforth4All which has
a library and charity shop with all profits going towards regeneration projects;
Stainforth Family Hub supporting parents and young people; and Stainforth
Community Resource Centre providing a range of leisure activities. Active
community groups include: Stainforth Environmental Regeneration Volunteers
(SERV) who regularly litter pick; Stainforth and District Lunch Club for the over
55s to tackle loneliness and isolation; and Stainforth Junior Under 16s and
Under 18s football teams. Stainforth has a relatively higher proportion of younger
ages in comparison to neighbouring areas and this growing younger population
presents an opportunity to introduce change.
Stainforth has a valued history, and the Colliery Headstock’s are a listed heritage
asset and prominent landmark that can be used to enable placemaking. The town
benefits from a waterfront setting and wealth of open space within its residential
neighbourhoods, which can be activated to better benefit the community. Open
space improvements are already planned for the existing Welfare Site and East
Lane Park.
The Rail Station is a key asset to provide opportunities to employment and
training beyond Stainforth. Nearby Doncaster is considered an attractive place
for new businesses, with the highest number of start-ups in comparison to other
cities in the region. The existing Town Centre in Stainforth provides an existing
business base, with vacant premises able to accommodate new enterprise.
STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

250ha

New transport hub

3000

8ha

homes

open space

New town centre

New offline marina

60ha

commercial uses

Over 2 million sq ft of
employment floorspace

UNITY PROPOSALS

21.5%

population aged 15
and under

3

primary schools

38%

of households
do not have a
car or van

1

Railway station

STAINFORTH BASELINE
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2_ Masterplan

2.1 Vision
Now is the time for change in Stainforth. Social and economic problems in the
town are in urgent need of being addressed, the major new Unity development
is bringing a huge amount of growth to the region, and the Towns Fund provides
opportunity for much needed investment.
A series of catalytic projects, carefully planned and delivered in response to and
in collaboration with the community can help Stainforth thrive and meet its full
potential. Stainforth can become an attractive, well connected place to live and
work, with a healthy, active and engaged community, enlivened public spaces,
thriving town centre and opportunities to prosper.
The overarching vision for Stainforth builds on the vision within the emerging
Stainforth Neighbourhood Plan and draws on comments from stakeholders during
consultation.

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

Stainforth will have reinvented
it’s iconic mining prominence as
a beacon of opportunity where
everyone has access, aptitude
and aspiration to be pioneers
in enterprise and employment.
The community will be inspired
and proud, and the streets will
feel safe and activated so that
Stainforth is a place where
people want to come to.
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2.2 Masterplan principles
The ten principles described below underpin the masterplan and directly inform
all projects proposals. The baseline analysis and stakeholder engagement
have played a key role in the development of these principles. Instilled within
each principle and the overarching masterplan is an essential need to promote
environmental sustainability in everything that is delivered in Stainforth.
1. Bring the former Hatfield Main Colliery back to life
2. Actively grow the aspiration of young people
3. Enable greater uptake of employment and enterprise
4. Provide better access to employment and training opportunities
5. Create a safe, secure and inclusive environment
6. Support a thriving and attractive town centre
7. Facilitate access to digital to create opportunities for all
8. Celebrate Stainforth’s culture and heritage
9. Enhance the sense of pride and perception of Stainforth
10. Improve health and wellbeing

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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2_ Masterplan

2.3 Masterplan framework

The Masterplan framework aims to provide a cohesive ‘plan of action’ for
Stainforth, helping to prepare the town for this next stage of development. It aims
to improve the quality of life for residents and has strong emphasis on economic
growth, inclusion, place-making and commercial deliverability. The masterplan
intends to be aspirational and also deliverable, promoting opportunities whilst
being flexible enough to respond to future changes.
STRATEGIC PROJECTS
The masterplan framework identifies four strategic projects that can contribute
to delivery of the masterplan. People and change are at the core of each of
these. The strategic projects aim to align with local aspirations, drawing from our
discussions with stakeholders and reference to the emerging Neighbourhood
Plan.
Each strategic project includes a series of interventions, which are
complementary, build on existing assets and initiatives and aim to have a
catalytic effect for change. There is an understanding that physical infrastructure
alone won’t achieve the transformation required, and the projects include a
combination of physical, social and digital interventions to achieve the overall
vision.
It is vital that the community are at the centre of all the proposals, as ultimately
the local people will determine their success. Having people at the centre means
meaningful engagement and collaborative design from the early stages, all the
way through implementation, and even extending to maintenance / evolution of
the initiative. It also means having soft interventions in the form of programmes
to support physical interventions. This document will propose some ideas for
these programmes as well as some broader mechanisms to enable collaborative
design. However, significant scope is envisaged for the community to propose
and implement their own programmes.

KEY
Stainforth Town Deal Boundary

Strategic Projects
1. Headstock Park
New Country Park
Listed Headstock’s
New Employment Uses
2. Station Gateway
Station
Station approach
3. Town Centre Hub
Town Centre
Secondary Centres
Investment in existing assets
Investment in planned assets
4. Activated Network
Routes
Open Space
Gateway
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3_ Strategic Projects

3.1 Headstock Park

A key part of Stainforth’s distinction lies in its heritage. A major driver for the
town’s evolution has been the Hatfield Colliery, which has historically provided
identity and employment for the town and its residents. Now, the colliery
headstock’s and infrastructure stand in a poor state of disrepair that is reflective
of the town’s struggles following closure of the colliery in 2015. The colliery is
central to Stainforth’s cultural and heritage offer, and provides a major opportunity
to create a landmark feature that can attract attention, draw in visitors to the
area, and provide a focal point for future development.
Restoration of the headstocks can provide a visible beacon of new opportunity
for Stainforth. There are also aspirations to provide new employment uses in
the colliery area as part of the Unity scheme, bolstering this symbol of hope with
tangible opportunities for Stainforth. It is recognised that there is an absence of
high quality employment space in the town, particularly catered to supporting
start-ups and SMEs. Regeneration of Headstock Park provides an opportunity to
deliver this to Stainforth as a key part of the economic ecosystem of the area.
In addition, Stainforth is surrounded by open space that is for the most part
inaccessible to its residents. The colliery area provides a real opportunity to
provide a new, open greenspace for Stainforth that relates back to its heritage
and also forward as a community that no longer feels that the outside world is
closed to them. The following interventions are proposed at Headstock Park:

RESTORATION & LIGHTING THE COLLIERY HEADSTOCKS
Both colliery headstock’s are Grade II listed and rightly recognised as important
examples of our national heritage that should be retained. For Stainforth, the
headstock’s are reminders of what the town once was, when pride and potential
were strong. The headstock’s can also represent what Stainforth can be in the
future – iconic, significant and proud. Restoring the headstock’s is therefore crucial
to the regeneration of Stainforth, by enhancing its cultural and heritage offer
while increasing its visibility. The headstocks may provide a future destination,
accessible from the M18 motorway, particularly with the provision of a new visitor
centre that can celebrate and educate Stainforth’s heritage and national history.
Alongside restoration, the use of lighting could also be used to generate interest
and enthusiasm, and to signal renewal.
NEW EMPLOYMENT USES
New employment space for start-ups and SMEs could be provided next to the
headstocks to generate job creation for the town, and support new enterprise,
helping to tackle notable challenges in terms of economic inactivity. Delivered
in tandem with the proposed Community Hub with its skills programme and
employment support, this coordinated approach offers additionality to secure
improved prospects for the residents of Stainforth. When considered in the
context of the employment space in the wider Unity scheme, it can be viewed as
a key part of the economic ecosystem of the area, encouraging entrepreneurship,
upskilling the local population, and allowing retention of successful and growing
businesses.
NEW COUNTRY PARK
Consultation to inform Stainforth Neighbourhood Plan demonstrated strong
support from the community for a new park on part of the former colliery site. This
will build on the network of open and green spaces already within Stainforth that
will be strengthened and activated, and could support sustainability objectives
such as biodiversity gain and carbon sequestration through additional vegetation.
There is also potential to provide more social-oriented uses within the park that
can support the town’s cultural offer, such as an amphitheatre to house outdoor
events or meanwhile uses such as an outdoor cinema. There are opportunities for
interpretative boards and interactive digital trails.

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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3_ Strategic Projects

INTERVENTIONS

Lighting of the Headstock’s

Access into the Park

Footpath network

Rewilding/ Mass planting

Bold iconic lighting

Gateway to the open space

Connected footpath structure

Rewilding

Lit Coppermine Headframe, Montana

Trail gateway, Coed y Brenin, Wales

Silverhill Wood, Sutton-in-Ashfield

Knepp Estate, West Sussex

Landschaftspark Duisburg-Nord, Germany

Biodiverse wildflower embankments

Cycling routes to encourage healthy activity

Mass planting / woodland creation

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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CASE STUDY: ZOLLVEREIN COAL MINE INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX, GERMANY

Located in the city of Essen, Germany,
the Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial
Complex is a former industrial site
awarded the designation of UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 2001.
Following the closure of the working
site in 1986 the area has since been
transformed into a site for the art,
culture and creative sectors and attracts
in excess of two million visitors per year.
The site has been converted to a park
offering opportunities for walking,
cycling, photography etc and includes
features such as museums for all ages
to enjoy. The site also regularly hosts
varied events including exhibitions,
concerts, theatre and festivals.
The Zollverein Industrial Complex
has managed to successfully retain
and celebrate its industrial past whilst
adapting to provide exciting, varied
and unique experiences as well as
educational opportunities for its visitors.

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN
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3_ Strategic Projects

3.2 Station Gateway

Hatfield & Stainforth Railway Station is a key asset for Stainforth. It provides
connectivity to jobs and learning opportunities outside of the town that can help
to boost economic growth in Stainforth through greater employment and skills.
Currently, the station poorly serves the Stainforth community due to accessibility
issues, with an indirect and unattractive access via the south side of the railway
lines. There are issues related to crime in this area which further deter potential
users.
Improvements to the station could transform Stainforth’s connectivity to the
wider world, and create a positive arrival experience and good first impression
to the town for those travelling by train and by road via the Unity Link Road and
Waggons Way. A high quality station approach and frontage to the north of the
tracks is key to supporting regeneration and improving connectivity.
The following interventions are proposed to transform and unlock the Station
Gateway, overcoming barriers to use of public transport:
NEW STATION FOOTBRIDGE
A new station footbridge would provide access to the platforms from the north of
the railway, creating a direct and high-quality connection from the existing town.
The footbridge would also provide a pedestrian connection between the north
and south side of the tracks, overcoming the severance caused by the railway
and connecting Stainforth and the planned Unity Town development, which will
include a new town centre and district retail facilities. A new footbridge has the
potential to provide an iconic feature for Stainforth. Consideration could also be
given to a new bridge for cyclists in the future.
STATION FRONTAGE
A new station frontage to the north of the railway with higher quality public realm
would create a stronger presence of the station within the town, and a positive
and welcoming gateway experience for those arriving by train and by road. The
frontage should have good natural surveillance and there have been suggestions
for CCTV to improve security at the station. The station frontage would include a
ticket machine, information boards and high-quality, secure cycle hub to improve
the user experience and enable sustainable and inclusive transport choices.
STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS
Better pedestrian connectivity is a key priority for Stainforth, particularly to the
rail station. In the short-term, streetscape improvements along Waggons Way will
improve the approach to the station and the town centre via East Lane, providing
a more pedestrian-friendly connection. Proposals could include resurfacing of the
footpath, lighting and soft landscape. This route would be enhanced considerably
by the development of the surrounding station area and introduction of new uses
along Waggon’s Way providing natural surveillance and ground floor activity. An
additional connection could be provided to East Lane as the area develops to
provide a more direct route. Improvements to the station approach from the south
should be explored, in conjunction with the Unity Town proposals.
BUS INTERCHANGE
A new bus interchange could be provided close to the station entrance with
dedicated bus stands so that residents can seamlessly interchange between
bus and rail in order to easily access opportunities beyond Stainforth. The facility
would provide better integration between modes and could be served by rerouting existing services or providing a new, dedicated service that can shuttle
residents to and from the station. This could be further complemented by free /
subsidised travel to support access to employment and training for local people.
STATION CAR PARK
New car parking facilities, alongside passenger drop-off and taxi rank, could be
provided to the north of the station so that people from surrounding residential
areas can drive to the station. This facility would be larger than the existing 15
spaces provided to the south to accommodate for future development proposals,
with improved access from the highway.
STATION ENHANCEMENTS
The Station Gateway project can build on the station improvements that are
being taken forward through the Transforming Cities Fund, to further improve the
user experience, and provide the impression of a high-quality interchange for
residents and visitors. These could include perimeter fencing, new surfacing to
platforms, drainage improvements, replacement of shelters on the platforms and
potential reuse of the existing station building to the south of the rail tracks.
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3_ Strategic Projects
KEY

To Town
Centre

East Lane

1

Footbridge with new lift or
ramp access to all platforms

2

Lift and stepped access at
station frontage

3

Higher quality public realm at
proposed station frontage

4

Pedestrian crossing

5

Secure cycle store

6

Drop off area (suitable for
persons with reduced mobility)

7

Bus interchange

8

Station Car Park

9

Streetscape improvements on
Waggons Way for improved
pedestrian approach to station

10

Adjacent land uses provide
opportunity for future
development

11

Potential direct pedestrian
connection to East Lane as
station area develops

12

Potential improvements to
station frontage and approach
to the south of the station
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3_ Strategic Projects

INTERVENTIONS

New station footbridge

Pedestrian connections

Station enhancements

Station frontage

Iconic bridge design

Enhanced arrival experience

Station Building use

Enhanced public realm

Princes Quay Bridge, Hull

Sheffield Station

Reepham Station Café, Norfolk

Doncaster Station Forecourt

Bus interchange

Well lit pedestrian and cycle link
Opladen Bridge, Germany

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

Lighting for safe evening routes

Ticket purchasing facilities to north

Bus and taxi station drop off
Ipswich Station
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3_ Strategic Projects

3.3 Town Centre Hub

Stainforth’s town centre has a mix of businesses and community uses that
create activation for the town; however, the centre is sprawling, poorly defined
and of poor quality townscape. The uninviting environment is partly due to
its neglected appearance, prominence of vacant sites and units, and regular
incidence of antisocial behaviour. These underlying issues need to be addressed
to allow existing businesses to grow, to encourage new enterprise and to support
regeneration.
In addition, there is a general lack of accessible community space, particularly
for younger people, which exacerbates antisocial behaviours and limits resident’s
horizons when it comes to opportunities in business, employment, learning and
health. The town centre provides a key to unlocking this through unlocking the
use of existing assets.
The masterplan aims to create a Town Centre Hub within the primary retail area
on Station Road to create a more consolidated and intensified town centre that
concentrates footfall, becoming the focal point for the town. The masterplan
recommendations are for future town centre businesses, community uses and
other development to be concentrated within the Town Centre Hub to enliven and
activate this area. The existing market area to the north of the town is declining
and in the future could be considered for relocation to the Town Centre Hub.
The Town Centre Hub has strong links to the Station, Unity sites and aims to
complement the future Unity Town proposals to the south of the Rail Station,
providing a different offer and attraction.
Beyond this primary Hub there are secondary centres as identified in the
masterplan framework, including the cluster of shops from Field Road to Water
Lane in the north and the school, college and community facilities including the
Library, shops and Welfare Site to the north of Church Road extending from the
Town Centre Hub. These secondary centres are valuable and will be supported
with a smaller scale suite of interventions and enhanced links to the Town Centre
Hub.
STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

The following interventions are proposed to create a more enjoyable town centre
environment for residents and address the barriers to businesses investing in
Stainforth:
PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENTS
There is huge opportunity to revitalise the town centre through streetscape
improvements and landscape interventions, creating interest and a unique
identity that retains their functional nature but also makes a place enjoyable.
Improvements could include introduction of street trees, wayfinding, consistent
paving, street furniture, opportunity for café/ retail spillout, underpinned by safety
by design features. There is potential to connect the Town Centre Hub with
the secondary centres by extending streetscape improvements throughout the
western length of Church Road and on to Field Lane. Improved public realm will
enhance the pedestrian experience and provide positive impressions of Stainforth.
SHOPFRONT IMPROVEMENTS
There is an opportunity to offer grants to businesses to upgrade and improve shop
frontages including repainting, repairs, signage, external lighting etc. This will
help to create a sense of identity and cohesion for the town centre, boost existing
businesses and attract new businesses.
ACTIVATION OF DERELICT SITE
The existing vacant site next to the Asda supermarket forms a blight in the heart
of the Town Centre Hub, and is victim to antisocial behaviour including fly-tipping.
Bringing this site forward for development would improve the town centre and
provide new uses that include a combination of new civic space, active ground
floor uses to support business incubation or retail, and long-term housing uses.
The civic space could support community events and potentially accommodate the
town market in the future.
FUTURE BUILDING USES
The focus for the Town Centre Hub in this masterplan has been in addressing
underlying issues to create a place where new uses can come forward. Existing
vacant shopfronts provide opportunity to provide start-up space, new community
uses, additional restaurants and shops or cultural provisions, including a pop up
cinema. These could be brought-forward as temporary ‘pop-up’ enterprises or
longer-term initiatives.
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The following interventions are proposed within the Town Centre Hub and
secondary centres to address the lack of community space, help address social
problems and increase accessibility to training and employment for residents:
COMMUNITY HUB BUILDING
Stainforth Town Council and S4ALL have ambitions to deliver a new Community
Hub to Stainforth, which is already part funded and part of a package of
improvements to the Miner’s Welfare Ground to the north of the town centre
off Church Road. This new facility would provide much-needed space for the
community to thrive, including sports facilities and indoor play areas to support
health and leisure outcomes, a library and café with access to the internet to
enable greater access to opportunities. The Hub would also enable S4ALL to
build on their digital, skills and employment support to residents.
LEARNING HUB
Doncaster College have an existing building close to the proposed Community
Hub on Church Road and have aspirations to develop new programmes in
partnership with other stakeholders that respond to the needs of the Stainforth
community and future business requirements of the Sheffield City Region. This
provision should be demand-led, and could include programmes around IT and
digital learning, focussed programmes for school leavers, parental engagement,
and health and wellbeing as examples. Increasing the role of this existing
skills asset in Stainforth would provide better access to learning and support
new enterprise and business growth. It would also provide a ‘launching pad’ to
opportunities further afield through the college’s connections to Doncaster and
Scunthorpe.
UNITY ACADEMY
The Unity Scheme includes the Unity Academy which is a training facility to
promote available employment opportunities to local residents. It will be funded
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by the developer and delivered in partnership with Business Doncaster, located
within the Unity Connect Zone. The scale of the Unity scheme and job creation is
a huge opportunity for Stainforth residents and should be maximised.
STAINFORTH4ALL
The masterplan looks to build and support on the work of S4ALL, a local charity
working to improve people’s lives, regenerate the community and raise local
aspirations. S4ALL runs Stainforth Library which would have been forced to close
due to Council cuts and now provides a community focal point. They provide the
following services:
• Library service
• Charity shop, where all proceeds go back to the community
• Internet cafe, with free wifi, and volunteers to help people get online
• Barrier Buster Scheme which provides funding to help people get what they
need to start work, including the Construction Skills Certification Scheme
(CSCS) and Forklift training
• IT tutoring with free training for over 65s to use computers and tablets
• Job Club, with professional staff helping with preparation of CVs, interview
prep, job search and Universal Credit
• Micro Grants which reinvest funds in local clubs and activities
• Free educational and family trips for local people
POLICE BASE
Vacant units within the Town Centre Hub or a designated office within the
proposed Community Hub Building can provide base for local police. This greater
police presence would help to address high crime rates in Stainforth and can
be further supported by additional officers through liaison with South Yorkshire
Police.
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3_ Strategic Projects

INTERVENTIONS

Public realm improvements

Shopfront improvements

Future building uses

Supporting community initiatives

Improved pedestrian environment

Repair, repainting, signage etc.

Internet cafe, access to job support etc

Stainforth4All (S4ALL)

Market Harborough

Pleasant location for spill out
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CASE STUDY: LEICESTER SHOPFRONT IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

Independent retail businesses within the
Leicester City Council area can apply
for grants of up to £5,000 to upgrade
and improve their shop frontage as part
of the ‘shopfront improvement grant’.
Improvements are controlled through
the application process by a ‘shopfront
design guide’ which was published by
the Council to promote good design
and demonstrates the design standards
required for successful applicants.
The shopfront improvement scheme
has seen shutters covered with printed
vinyls featuring photographs of the
local history of the area. Other projects
include Welford Road and Belgrave
Road where shops have been repainted
in pastel colours resulting in more
vibrant, well coordinated streets.
The award winning scheme was
recognised by the Federation of Small
Businesses when it won Best Small
Business Friendly Initiative in 2019.
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3_ Strategic Projects

3.4 Activated Networks
Stainforth benefits from a wealth of existing open and green spaces and the
relatively small scale of the town makes it possible for most to travel by foot or
by cycling. The network of streets and open spaces currently do not sufficiently
serve the local community and are poorly used, uncared for and suffer from high
levels of crime. There is planned investment underway to bolster existing open
spaces, such as the Welfare Site and East Lane Park; however, more can be
done to maximise use of existing spaces, and encourage more active travel uses
to better connect and serve Stainforth.
There is need to support a sense of pride and ownership in the town and
critical to the success of the project is the engagement and involvement of
local communities. Active community groups should be tapped into, as well
as engaging those that are harder to reach, to strengthen social cohesion and
inspire people to invest in their community and in themselves.
The importance of digital connectivity within Stainforth cannot be overstated and
is increasingly important for businesses, visitors and local residents. It better
connects people to opportunities and can even have a role in activating open
space.
The Activated Network strategic project includes the following interventions which
combine physical, social and digital measures:

PROGRAMME OF ACTIVATION
Funding for a programme of activation, including activities and events, is
proposed to encourage engagement with residents and should run ahead
of and alongside the other interventions. The programme should focus on
changing behaviours, building strong relationships and gaining insight to feed
into the proposals. The activities can bring a sense of excitement and change
to Stainforth and help promote better use and enjoyment of streets and open
spaces, confidently without fear.
The schools and young population should be seen as a great asset to engage in
the trialling of interventions such as play events, pop-up elements, training etc.
This provides an opportunity to better understand local needs and to gain
feedback on interventions to ensure they are well received and are producing
the expected outcomes. Feedback can inform longer term interventions, such as
community growing areas, seating, or play.
CONNECTIVITY AND STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
The street network in Stainforth would benefit from improvements to provide
better connectivity and encourage walking and cycling in the town. This should
include better links to the town centre, Hatfield and Stainforth Railway station,
commmunity facilities, open spaces, canal and proposed Unity development
sites. Key routes for investment include Station Road / Church Road, Princess
Avenue, East Lane, Field Road / Thorne Road and a network of connections
between these routes.
Streetscape improvements could include: extension and resurfacing of footways,
ensuring a fully inclusive design; introduction of new cycle lanes; improvements
to pedestrian and cycle crossing facilities particularly along key desire lines;
removal of street clutter and barriers to movement; improved signage and
wayfinding, better positioning main links in relation to key destinations; street
greening and introduction of SUDs; lighting; introduction of street furniture and
resting points; and upgrading of bus stops. It is essential that existing visual
and movement barriers, such as the bunding around the Unity Energy site, are
resolved to not hinder the movement network and detract from the quality of the
streetscape.
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SAFER STREETS
Crime and concerns for safety are holding Stainforth back and must be
addressed if people are to feel proud of their town and open to opportunities.
Interventions to promote behavioural change are essential, as is safer street
design, including ensuring natural surveillance and appropriate lighting. It has
been suggested that there should be an increased police presence and wider
network of CCTV be put in place across Stainforth.

SHAPING STAINFORTH FOR HEALTHIER LIVES
Health should be a priority in Stainforth and is an important driver to address
key health challenges and equip the people of Stainforth with the means to
pursue work and learning opportunities. There are ambitions to roll out a systems
approach to mental health as part of the Shaping Stainforth for Healthier Lives
Programme. This will enable a partnership approach to change the wider
determinants of health outcomes in the long term in Stainforth and improve
people’s mental wellbeing at an earlier stage to enable everyone to prosper.

EAST LANE GATEWAY
Connections to the Unity development should be strengthened to ensure
cohesion between communities in the future, and ensure that new opportunities
are available to existing Stainforth residents. There is potential to create a new
connection and gateway to Stainforth on East Lane from the existing roundabout/
new link road on the Unity Energy land, which can create a welcoming arrival
experience and good perception of the existing Stainforth town area.

DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY
Digital connectivity is important to the future success of Stainforth. A clear
priority on a national scale, the Government have a focus on a £5bn UK Gigabit
broadband programme, which aims to provide a minimum of 85% coverage by
2025.

Gateway proposals could include improvements to existing open space and
public realm. We understand that there are proposals for development, such as
housing, on the derelict site opposite the Hatfield Mains Working Mens Club.

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

For this to make a difference, it needs to be supported by ensuring local people
can access the network, which could involve working with service providers to
ensure an affordable package is available to residents, or creating digital hubs at
the Community Hub / Learning Hub where people can easily access free wifi as
well as programmes to support this uptake.
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3_ Strategic Projects

INTERVENTIONS

Streetscape improvements

Programme of open space activation

Bespoke local features

Enhanced residential streets and
connectivity

Community events

Mining Memorial

Play events

Langley Park, Durham

Greener Grangetown, Cardiff

Lighting to improve wayfinding/ safety

Gateway housing

Bike repair workshops

Community growing space

High quality homes
The Gables, Doncaster
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CASE STUDY: PLAYBOX BY PLAYFUL ANYWHERE

Playful Anywhere is a Leeds based
social enterprise with a mission to
catalyse creativity, inventiveness
and playfulness, where we work,
live and travel. Events hosted by
Playful Anywhere promote community
engagement and participants to get
creative with all manners of media from
cardboard to code.
The ‘Playbox’ is a transformed shipping
container which travels to different
locations and provides an array of
equipment for creative and imaginative
play and enables the activation of
underutilised spaces. Events have
helped to provide colour and vibrancy to
areas whilst emphasising that they are
child friendly places to visit.
Playbox shows how our existing open
spaces can be made more playful,
inviting and become better enjoyed. Play
should be for everybody, regardless of
age, background or wealth.
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4_ Next Steps

From vision to delivery

The masterplan aims to help guide the future development of Stainforth. To
ensure the successful delivery in line with the vision and following the design
principles we would recommend the following next steps:

•

COLLABORATION AND ENGAGEMENT

On-going engagement and collaboration with the voluntary sector, key community
groups, stakeholders and residents is essential and will be required to inform
every step of the delivery of these strategic projects. This ongoing engagement
will help to develop pride in the town and ensure people’s voices are heard.
•

PREPARATION OF THE TOWNS FUND INVESTMENT PLAN

The Towns Fund Investment Plan informs the second stage of agreeing a Town
Deal. This masterplan can help inform the plan, which must set out a clear
understanding of the area, focusing on its assets, opportunities and challenges.
The amount of investment from the Towns Fund will be determined based on the
strength of the Towns Investment Plan amongst other relevant factors.

•

ONGOING REVIEW

There is much change planned for Stainforth and the surrounding area and many
of the schemes, from the Unity Development to the proposals for the Welfare Site
are developing and evolving, even undergoing changes during this masterplan
preparation period. In addition the engagement feedback will provide further
change to the masterplan proposals. It is therefore important that the masterplan
is subject to a process of ongoing review to allow changes to be made. It should
remain flexible, adaptable and capable of responding to opportunities that may
arise or wider changes taking place.

For information on time-scales, high-level costing and funding options, and initial
implementation plans, please refer to the Implementation Plan which has been
prepared in line with the masterplan proposals.

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

50

STAINFORTH MASTERPLAN

51

