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Summary
Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council continues to develop its Cycling
offer to the residents of Doncaster. Doncaster MBC understands the
importance of getting more people cycling leading to a healthier and
happier population. Investment in cycling takes more vehicles off the road
and improves air quality locally. As a local authority we have invested in
new cycling facilities and extending our cycle network since the 2015/17
report.
We understand that infrastructure and perceived levels of safety are key
to getting more people onto two wheels, this is why over the last few
years we have installed new cycle routes and safe crossing facilities in
various locations across Doncaster to improve access and safety on our
cycle network.
Working alongside partners in the Borough we have had over 14,299
direct engagements with Doncaster residents influencing travel behaviour.
We continue to provide training and maintenance workshops across the
Borough targeting schools, businesses and workplaces ensuring that
everyone has access to the resources necessary to make smarter travel
choices. Over the next twelve months we will aim to extend the amount of
safe cycle infrastructure we have across the borough.
We continue to strive towards the targets set out in Doncaster’s Cycling
Strategy that make cycling trips the natural choice for shorter journeys.
The cycle strategy is due to be updated in 2019.
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Aims
To deliver our ambitions to make Doncaster a cycling town. Where cycling is
the natural travel choice for short, everyday journeys. Improving access to
cycling as a sport, a leisure activity or as a means of tourism into the area.

Objective 1 Increase the
number of people
cycling and the
number of journeys
by cycle.

Objective 2 Improve health and
reduce health
inequalities by
introducing cycling
into everyday life

Objective 3 Improve cyclists
safety and feeling
of safety

Objective 4 Reduce cycle thefts
and improve cycle
parking

3

Monitoring
General Cycling Numbers
A range of sources are used to monitor cycling
usage in Doncaster. These include annual traffic
cordon counts, census data, ad-hoc route surveys,
scheme specific counts and automatic counters.
Annual counts of all vehicles, including cycles, are
carried out at 16 sites across Doncaster
summarised as the Inner Cordon and Outer
Cordon. Counts are carried out annual in March
each year.
The graph adjacent shows a linear trend line for
cycle use increasing from 2008 to 2018. Figures
shown for 2013 & 2018 are lower due to severe
weather conditions during the day of the count.
The August Manual Traffic Count Data which is
conducted annually shows that the number of pedal
cycles counted on Doncaster roads since 2000 has
seen a steady increase. The trend line highlights an
increase in pedal cycles.
To develop a clearer picture of cycling trends in
Doncaster we have secured funding for the pedal
cycle cordon count to be conducted at 8 sites
quarterly over the next two years.
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Monitoring
Cycling in Schools

Cycling Safety
There has been a decrease in accidents involving cyclists
over the past four years. The graph below shows a
decrease of total collisions from 74 in 2017 to 65 in 2018.
The number of serious collisions fell by 10 from the 2017
report. The number of cyclists seriously injured over the last
twelve months is 12. Slight collisions have increased by 1
over the course of 2018

The Active Travel project works in schools to get more young
people cycling and travelling actively more often. The programme
works with pupils, staff and families to deliver a tailored
programme of activities and offers support to help normalise riding
a bike to school. Since the project commenced in Dec 2017 there
has been 6672 pupil engagements specific to cycling and 602
engagements with parents and staff. The Active Travel Officer
works to increase the skills and confidence so more families can
choose to travel to school by bike.
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There are a number of schemes delivered within schools across
Doncaster that aim to encourage more cycle use. Targeting the
school run is important for us, this is because a greater number of
people cycling would have a positive impact on levels of
congestion and better air quality for the residents of Doncaster. It
would also see more children reaching their recommended daily
physical activity levels. This is why we have a dedicated Active
Travel Officer that works to increase the number of journeys made
on foot, by bike or on a scooter.

Bikeability is a on road cycle training designed to give attendees
the skills to ride their bikes safely and competently on today’s
roads. The scheme is funded centrally by the Department for
Transport. 513 pupils took part in combined level 1 and level 2
delivery for 18/19, this figure is greater than the previous two
years of 289 (17/18) and 486 (16/17).

Fatal
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Monitoring
Leisure Cycling: Trans Pennine Trail
The Trans Pennine Trail (TPT) is a 370 miles (595km) route
for walkers, cyclists and horse riders linking the east and west
coasts. Some 25 miles (40km) of the trail passes through
Doncaster.
There are two automatic monitoring points in the borough:
one near Pastures Road, Conisbrough and at Topham Ferry.
In 2018, there were 34,748 cyclists recorded using the TPT at
the monitoring site near Conisbrough.
The graph shows the increase of TPT usage from January
2015 to December 2018. The monitoring sites recorded a
719% increase in cycling comparing 2015 to 2018 following
the resurfacing works in January 2016. Topham Ferry
indicated that 2018 was the best year for cycling figures to
date.

Cycle use following TPT resurfacing in January
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Infrastructure
Progress
Improvement Works – TPT Sprotbrough

£40,000 Contribution to Canals and Rivers Trust for
a walkway/deck renewal at TPT Sprotbrough

Resurfacing Works – Hall Balk Lane

Link from Iport Cycleway to Balby along the Loversall
Footpath
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Infrastructure
Progress

Borough wide
Improvements
Green renewal / cycle lane
and ASL around the Borough

Cycle Signage

Iport Cycleway

Solar Lighting

Improved Signing to TPT at
Balby / Warmsworth

£250K Contribution to Iport
Footway / Cycleway

New solar lighting
for footpath / cycle
in Elmfield Park
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Case Study
Infrastructure: iPort Cycleway
iPort is a large employer along the Great Yorkshire Way
in Rossington. The iPort cycleway was developed by
Verdion, the site developers using a contribution of
£250,000 from Sustainable Transport Exemplar
Programme (STEP) funding.
The shared pavement enables commuters from the
south west of Doncaster town centre to cycle or walk to
the iPort site using segregated paths.
The shared space has street lighting which enables more
journeys to be made as the route is usable for 24 hours a
day.
The route connects to Balby and further enhances
Doncaster’s cycle network.
The construction of the cycleway is due to be completed
in September 2019. Following completion of iPort
cycleway Doncaster MBC will work alongside iPort
businesses to promote cycle use to the site.

9

Cycle Parking
A town centre parking audit indicated that there were 274 cycling parking
spaces available to the public, this number includes the 58 parking facilities at
Doncaster Train Station.
In 2018 cycle storage has been installed at the following sites across
Doncaster.
•

West Road Primary Moorends (2 x 10 Toast Rack)

•

Woodlands Primary (4 x 6 Toast Rack)

•

Brodsworth Hall (4 x Sheffield Stands)

•

Hatfield Woodhouse Primary (2 x 5 Toast Rack)

•

St Albans Primary Denaby (8m Cycle Shelter)

•

Cadeby Inn (6 x Sheffield Stands)

•

Sandall Park (3 x 5 Toast Rack)
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Activities
Progress
Dr Bike

600 Bikes serviced and repaired at 43 locations
across the borough in 2018.

Adult & Family
Cycle Training

589 participates took part in 164 sessions across
Doncaster.

Bikeability

364 pupils took part in level 1 training and 320
pupils took part in level 2 training in 2018.

Club Doncaster

2302 bikes loaned out. 105 bikes have been
donated to the bike library and 59 have been
upcycled and given to local schemes. 43 people
received Bikeability training at Club Doncaster.

DCLT Cycling
Hub

Delivered 12 programmes over the year to hard to
reach groups in Doncaster. 2643 people attended
over the 248 sessions delivered.

Active Travel in
Schools

Worked with 34 schools with 6672 pupil
engagements and 602 parent and staff
engagements from 1st Dec 2017.
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Case Study
Activities: Club Doncaster ‘Cleats for Seats’
“I signed up for Club Doncaster Foundations Fit Rovers project in August 2018.
My goals were to lose weight and to increase my exercise levels having not paid
much attention to either for over a decade. After a couple of weeks on the
course it was mentioned to us about the Cleats for Seats event. I did own a bike
which had been left at the back of my garage for quite some time, and I’ve
always enjoyed my football. For me the things linked perfectly, I could cycle to
increase my exercise levels and through the initiative receive a complimentary
ticket to watch Doncaster Rovers in exchange.

Since that point cycling became a new passion of mine, in the last 4 months of
2018 I cycled close to 500 miles, a distance I hadn’t accumulated in probably
the last 20 years before that. I now occasionally cycle to and from work and to
local football games I referee on a weekend. I have set myself a new challenge
of cycling 2000 miles in 2019, I am benefiting from and enjoying my healthier
lifestyle and Cleats for Seats was a huge catalyst for that.”
Steve Vickers, 53
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Activities
Progress
Tour De Yorkshire

In 2018 Doncaster hosted a stage finish of both the
men's and women's races. The event attracted an
estimated 50,000 people across the route.

Town Centre
Cycle Festival

Doncaster’s cycle festival has grown over the past 4
years cementing itself as one of the premier
community event in Yorkshire. Attracting 2,500 riders
and spectators in 2018

Schools Yorkshire
Tour

400 mile schools cycling baton relay starting in
Whitby and finishing in Leeds. 8 schools from
Doncaster took part.

Trans Pennine
Trail Celebration
Event

Attended by 8 walking and cycling organisations.
Featured in Doncaster Free Press top 10 things to do
this weekend. A facebook events page indicated 318
people were interested in attending

The Big Pedal

14 Schools in Doncaster signed to The Big Pedal
2018. One school won a fleet of Frog bikes for their
high percentage participation numbers.

Schools Active
Travel Awards

102 attendees from 11 schools across Doncaster. 21
awards presented.
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Case Study
Events: Schools Yorkshire Tour
On the 12th and 13th June 2018, eight Doncaster schools took part in a county wide baton
cycle relay called the Schools Yorkshire Tour. 13 Local authorities were involved in the event
and saw the baton travel across the county using quiet roads and dedicated cycle paths. The
aim of the event is to promote cycling as a fun method of travel to and from school.
The baton started from Doncaster Town centre before heading out to Rossington St Michaels.
From here the baton was passed between eight schools, finishing at Barnburgh Primary. The
baton then made its way west onto Rotherham along NCN62 (Trans Pennine Trail)
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Promotion
Progress
Love to Ride Cycle
September

136 Organisations took part in Cycle September across South Yorkshire
with Doncaster Sheffield Airport and Fit Rovers winning in their categories.

Doncaster Cycling Maps

5300 Maps printed, these are available from the Tourist Information
centre, Doncaster Central Library and upon request from the Civic.

Cycling Webpages

Online figures for the ‘Get involved in Cycling’ page on the DMBC website
shows 3566 views in 2018. The interactive cycle map was opened 568
times

Twitter

The @CycleinDN Doncaster Cycleboost twitter page, which tweets daily
to promote cycling and local opportunities, currently has 621 followers.
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What’s next?
Infrastructure improvements:
Replacement of existing footway with 1.7km of shared footway/cycleway along York Rd
between Stanley Rd and Jossey Ln and a Contraflow cycle lane is to be installed on Hall Gate
Transforming Cities Fund:
Active Travel infrastructure improvements circa £1 Million to be invested by March 2020.

Cycle Track:
A purpose built cycle circuit is to be installed at Doncaster Dome and works are due to be
completed before September 2019.
Schools Yorkshire Tour 2019:
Doncaster will host the 2019 Schools Yorkshire Tour celebration event. The event will bring
together schools from across Yorkshire to celebrate all that is good about cycling.
Community Street Audits:
Community Street Audits are a way to evaluate the quality of streets and spaces from the
viewpoint of the people who use them, rather than those who manage them. Doncaster MBC
will deliver street audits across our communities to get the opinion of locals on the conditions
of their streets.
Cycle Strategy Update:
Sustrans have been commissioned to help us update our Cycling Strategy. This will look at the
progress we have made since the 2013 edition and what needs to be done to get more people
cycling in the borough.
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What’s next?
Tour de Yorkshire 2019:
Doncaster has been selected as a host town for a stage of the Tour De Yorkshire 2019. We will
host a start on Thursday 2nd May for both the women's and men’s races.
UCI World Championships 2019:
2019 UCI World Championships have selected Doncaster as a start location for the Women’s
Junior Road Race & Men’s U23 Road Race.
Road Closure Event (Clean Air Day)
Doncaster MBC will look to close a road outside of a primary school in Doncaster on National
Clean Air day to promote Active Travel as a means of transport to and from school.
Schools Active Travel Awards 2019
Schools across Doncaster will be rewarded for their promotion of Active
Travel. Awards will be broken down into different categories rewarding Active
Travel Champions, Active Travel Pupils and Active Travel Schools.
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