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1 Habitat description

From roots to treetops, hedgerows are a significant wildlife
habitat. The tops of the hedgerow trees provide song posts
for chirping male birds and food in the form of nectar and
berries, whilst the centre of the hedgerow creates an excellent
nesting habitat. Explore even further into the hedge bottoms to
discover prime shelter and hibernation sites amongst the tangle
of roots, and an often-diverse under-storey of plants that are a
haven for invertebrates.
Hedgerows are the green veins of the countryside, providing a network
of wildlife corridors over large stretches of the UK and are important for at
least 47 existing species of conservation concern in the UK (including 13
globally threatened or rapidly declining species). Hedgerows are a sanctuary
to over 600 plant species, 1500 varieties of insects, 65 varieties of birds and 20
mammal species in the UK.
The distribution of hedgerow species across the borough may reveal an interesting insight
about former landscapes. A significant presence of hazel, for example amongst Doncaster’s
northern villages, suggests that some hedgerows are the remnants of larger woodlands, or
were planted using saplings from local woods. These are distinctly earlier than the purposefully
planted hedges of the Great Enclosures of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
In 1993 the estimate of remaining hedgerows in the UK was 536,000km. Between 1984 and
1990 the mean loss of hedgerow length in the UK was estimated at 24%, of these, 42% were
thought to have been species rich or ancient. The UK BAP Habitat Action Plan estimates
the total remaining UK resource of ancient and/or species rich hedges as approximately
190,000km.

2 Characteristic species
Dogwood
Wild cherry
Purging buckthorn
Brimstone butterfly
Sessile oak
Guelder rose
Crab apple

Willow
Gorse
Broom
Scarce vapourer moth
House sparrow
Tree sparrow
Linnet

Yellow hammer
Bullfinch
Song thrush
Turtle dove
Barn owl
White-letter hairstreak
Butterfly

3 Current factors causing loss or decline

••
••
••
••
••

Removal related to agricultural intensification.
Damage, isolation and eventual decline and removal as a result of development, road
widening and junction improvements.
Use of old hedges as boundaries in new development.
Disregard for hedgerow and green lane network patterns in major development in rural
areas.
Neglect (no cutting or laying).
Frequent and/or badly timed cutting leading to poor habitat quality, gap development
and the encroachment of non-native species.
Loss through felling or senescence – with no replacement.
The use of herbicides, pesticides and fertilisers adjacent to the base of the hedgerow
leading to nutrient increase and a decrease in ground flora diversity.
Increased stocking rates for animals especially sheep.
Dutch elm disease and its control can threaten the survival of hedgerows.

4 Objectives, targets & proposed actions
Objective

Target

Ref

Action

Lead & Partners

1) To ensure the protection
and maintenance of existing
ancient and/or species rich
hedgerows.

40km of key ancient hedges
identified for inclusion in
survey, from hedgerow
research project.

1.7

Commission a botanical survey
of key ancient hedges and their
associated ground flora.

DMBC, Doncaster
Naturalists’ Society
(DNS), Natural
England (NE)

2) To restore degraded
ancient and/or species rich
hedgerows and ensure the
appropriate management of
existing hedgerows.

3 new species rich
hedgerow sites with
improved site management
documented,
by 2009.

2.1

Achieve favourable management
of hedgerows by developing
appropriate site management
techniques to maintain and
improve biodiversity for ancient
and species rich hedgerows.

DMBC, Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust (YWT)

2.2

Identify locations for hedgerow
planting where original hedge
lines are gappy or completely lost.

DMBC

4.1

Provide information on the
importance of hedgerows,
practical advice on hedgerow
planting and funding
opportunities to landowners.

DMBC, NE, Farming
and Wildlife Advisory
Group (FWAG)

2008.
4) Raise public awareness
of the importance and
special characteristics of
ancient and/or species rich
hedgerows.

Continuous.

5 This habitat in Doncaster

The following describes where in the Doncaster Borough good
examples of this habitat can be found, however, named sites may
be privately owned and therefore are not publicly accessible. For
further information about this habitat and where it can be found
in Doncaster see the ‘Ancient and Species Rich Hedgerow Habitat
Action Plan’.
Some of the most important hedgerows occur on the southern
magnesian limestone where fragmented remnants of species rich
hedgerows give clues to the pattern of historic fields. Ancient lanes in
Tickhill are lined by important hedgerows, some of which are designated as
SSIs, including Apy Hill, Hindley and Stoney Lane Hedgerows and Friars Lane
(Hedgerows). Elsewhere the green lanes of Fishlake and Sykehouse also run
with old hedgerows alongside them. Long established hedgerows, such as those along ancient
lanes, are a vital biodiversity resource in their own right and also serve an important wildlife
corridor function, particularly those linking ancient or remnant woodland sites together, for
example those which lead into Edlington Wood.

6 How to take part

‘Backyard Biodiversity – Nature in your Neighbourhood’

This is a new initiative launched by Doncaster Council to enable local people to learn about,
protect and enjoy nature where they live. Community Groups and Organisations can loan
activity packs and equipment to enable them to take part in activities such as bird watching,
pond-dipping, building bird and bat boxes and bug hunting. The service is available FREE of
charge from selected Customer Service Centres in Doncaster. A pack of Wildlife Gardening fact
sheets has also been produced, which provides advice and information on how you can help
the wildlife in your own garden.

Doncaster Biodiversity Action Partnership
Doncaster Council, Environmental Planning, 2nd Floor, Danum House,
St Sepulchre Gate, Doncaster, DN1 1UB.
Telephone: 01302 862896
Email: bio.diversity@doncaster.gov.uk

www.doncaster.gov.uk/biodiversity
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