Sandall Park, Doncaster
History
The site was marked as the Sandall Brick and Tile Works on the 1854 and
1892 OS maps. It appeared on the 1906, 1930 and 1937 1:2500 maps
similarly marked but also “disused”. On 20 May 1938 a Ministry of Health
Inquiry was held at the Mansion House about works proposed at the Sandall
brickyards, a site of 13.238 acres. There was a budget of £4,000. The
successful tender for the lake works was won by Frank Haslam who quoted
£3,033. The contract was to re-form the various pools, some up to 10 ft deep,
into a single boating lake 4 ft deep. Doncaster Gazette 26.05.38
Tenders were also invited for the construction of a boathouse and public
conveniences. The boathouse tender price was £975. Doncaster Gazette
21.07.38
The Ministry of Health gave the go-ahead for the work. Doncaster Gazette
04.08.38
Work started on site. Doncaster Gazette 25.08.38 carried photos of the
existing pools being pumped dry to allow formation works to begin.
In 1940, although war had broken out, the lake was opened as a park The
1960 OS map shows Sandall Park, the Boating Lake, the Boat House and the
Landing Stage.
Description
The park comprises open space around a large lake, a number of recreational
facilities and trees. The most significant feature is the lake.
Significance
The park is an example of an urban park with strong social links. It includes
important park features including the lake, and original layout, planting beds
and informal tree planting.
However, it is not currently considered to be of sufficient significance to be a
park and garden of local historic interest although if additional information
does become available it may make this worth re-examining.

The boathouse in use probably in the
1950s

The “tower” and flagpole of the
boathouse. The flat-roofed
building to the right is thought to
probably be the public
conveniences

The disused boat house with all of
its openings bricked up, prior to
demolition

Photos from the Friends of Sandall Park website and Google Images.

Sandrock Estate, Tickhill Spital
History
The Park seems to have been amalgamated into the grounds of Sandrock
House – a Late Victorian/Early Edwardian Manse –home to Benjamin
Heywood Brooksband JP (c.1870 to 1915). The grounds formerly included
farm cottages (one of which is now a Grade II listed building) as well as other
farm buildings (although these seem to now be independent of The Park) and
previously a windmill.
Description
The grounds include dense planting along Bawtry Road which at its eastern
end includes former Game Keeper’s dwelling(s). To the north and adjacent to
the Rossington Road there are extensive parkland with informal planting of
individual trees and clumps.
The parkland was originally much more extensive and included kennels and a
pheasantry and was clearly a shooting estate. From historic maps this seems
to have declined after the Second World War but still retains some of its
previous character.
Significance
The grounds make up the wider (original) grounds of Sandrock House and
incorporates important garden features including the listed cottage and
woodlands. However, it is not currently considered to be of sufficient
significance to be a park and garden of local historic interest although if
additional information does become available it may make this worth reexamining.

Skellow Grange Grounds (now known as Burghwallis Grange), Skellow
History
The site was originally called Newsome Grange, owned in 1707 by Darcy
Rawson of Bentley. It passed into the ownership of George Smyth and his
family between 1741 and 1760, and was then conveyed several times until it
was eventually sold to Godfrey Higgins Esq. in 1770 (Hunter 1831). Higgins
also purchased the Manor of Skellow (a small 17th century house in the
village) and land surrounding Skellow Grange from George Anne Esq. of
Burghwallis (Gordon Smith 1966/Klemperer 2010).
Higgins (ob.1794) built himself a new mansion on the site in the 1770s which
become known as Skellow Grange. The Higgins family lived here until the 19th
century. Since then it has been owned by a variety of people (Klemperer
2010). The house was demolished c. 1964 when it was replaced with a
modern dwelling.
Description
Skellow Grange (now Burghwallis Grange) lies on the Magnesian Limestone
dip-slope. The 18th century Skellow Grange built by Godfrey Higgins was a
two storey, five-bay, stuccoed house, with two bay wings and Roman Doric
columns around the central door (Klemperer 2010). A new house now
occupies the site.
Higgins also made a landscape park to the south and west and ‘a fine sheet
of water in the front of his house’ (Miller 1804). In addition Skellow Grange,
set on a terrace above the parkland, had formal gardens and a pond to the
east, and walled kitchen gardens, along with an orchard to the north east
(Klemperer 2010).
In the later 19th century, contemporary photographs show a small
conservatory on the side of the house, a gothic summerhouse/gazebo,
classical statuary and a small parterre/knot garden centred on a classical
statue in the gardens (Tuffrey 2000). The site was bordered with shelter belts,
and the carriage drive, passing by the lake formed by the mill dam, had a
lodge to protect its entrance (Klemperer 2010).
The estate lodge, avenues of trees, plantations, parkland with tree clumps,
terracing, and some 19th century ornamental planting are still in evidence
(Klemperer 2010) however it has been re-landscaped in the latter half of the
20th century, including the reformation of the large lake. The gazebo and a
knot garden are also understood to no longer remain.
Significance
The grounds make up the wider setting of the demolished Skellow Grange
and incorporates important garden features including the lodge and
woodlands/tree planting but much has recently been re-landscaped , although
seemingly on similar lines to the original.

Whilst the previous parkland and its layout is still apparent, given the doubtful
nature of how the recent landscaping compares with its original form it is not
currently considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and garden of
local historic interest although if additional information does become available
it may make this worth re-examining.

Sketch map of 'Skellow Grange' based on a map drawn by Joseph Colbeck
in 1763 which shows the property of William Turber Esq.

Ordnance Survey First Edition 1854

Old photographs of Skellow Grange (now demolished)

Skellow Mill Pond, Skellow
History
The existing water mill dates from c1800 and is of three storeys, in limestone
rubble with stone slate roof. It is Grade II listed.
Description
The area makes up the grounds of the mill and includes ponds and mill race.
The northern pond with its weir is shown in early maps (1852-1894). The
southern pond appears in later maps (1959-1971). The grounds are well treed
around the edge.
Significance
The grounds make up the wider setting of the listed mill and incorporates
important landscape features including the mill run and its ponds and tree
planting.
It is however not considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest but is important to the setting of the mill.

Ordnance Survey First Edition 1854

St. Mary’s Churchyard, Tickhill
History
The church may possibly be built on the site of a Domesday Chapel, although
it could also have started as a chapel/church to the castle that was transferred
to the village. The earliest surviving material is the lower stage of the tower,
which is of early 13th century date, the northeast chapel is of early 14th
century date and the rest of the building was probably built not long after. The
church is built of Magnesian limestone. It is grade I listed and lies within
Tickhill Conservation Area. The churchyard was expanded in 1867 when the
lane around the churchyard was diverted to form New Road.
Description
The churchyard is bounded by stone walls and fringed with lime trees with the
church dominant in its centre, with a few specimen trees within the grounds.
The churchyard is generally densely packed, although the area around the
war memorial is open which is situated close to the principle entrance to the
north. This area of the churchyard also has the most elaborate graves.
Significance
The church yard makes up the immediate setting of the Listed church and
incorporates important features including the stone walls, monuments and
grave stones and trees. It is also an important space in the Tickhill
Conservation Area.
It is however not considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest but is important to the setting of the church
and the conservation area.

Stainforth Cemetery, Stainforth
History
The oldest record book for the cemetery is dated January 1st 1886 and lists
each burial at the cemetery since that date. It is thought that the cemetery's
first "occupants" were moved from another cemetery which was situated on a
small area of land in the Thorne Road - Briars Lane area
(http://www.stainforthonline.co.uk/2001/stainforth_cemetery.htm). The War
Memorial was erected c. 1920 and sculptured by Tyas and Guest of Swinton.
The cemetery is principally for the burial of Stainforth’s former residents.
Description
Rectangular in shape with long (roughly) east-west axis (site has annexe on
south side to back of site). Mortuary chapel to eastern end of site near to
entrance. In front of mortuary chapel is war memorial. Several mature tress on
frontage.
Regular/orthogonal arrangement of paths and graves with little planting within
apart from circular garden feature at end of central pathway. Oldest graves
nearest to front with currently empty plots to rear.
Significance
The cemetery makes up the immediate setting of the mortuary chapel, with
the listed war memorial in front and incorporates important features including
the monuments, grave stones and trees.
It is however not therefore considered to be of sufficient significance to be a
park and garden of local historic interest but is an important community
facility.

Tickhill Mill Dam, Tickhill
History
The mill is doubtless a site of antiquity but the present building dates from 18th
and 19th century. The mill dam also feeds the moat of the neighbouring castle.
Description
The mill pond is the most conspicuous feature and with the stream that enters
and exits the ponds encloses a meadow, both features being fringed with
trees. The mill pond provides a setting for the mill as well as the castle, church
and Rowland Bridge House.
Significance
The mill dam makes up the setting of the Listed mill (Grade II), castle
(scheduled monument and Grade II*) and church (Grade I), and incorporates
important landscape features including the pond, mill race, stream, grade II
listed clapper bridge, stone walls and trees. It is also an important space in
the Tickhill Conservation Area.
It is however not considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest but is important in the setting of several listed
buildings, scheduled monument and the conservation area.

