Conisbrough Coronation Park, Conisbrough
History
The park was created to mark the coronation of King George V in 1911. It was
previously a paddock and the land was gifted to Conisbrough by Mrs Godfrey
Walker.
Description
The park is a triangular piece of land surrounded on all three sides by roads. It
lies at the bottom of the grounds of Conisbrough Castle, both a scheduled
monument and Grade I listed. The park houses a set of stocks, war memorial
(of 1920 and which is centrally located in the park) and fountain/lamp
standard (1911), all of which are separately Grade II listed. It is a close mown
grassed area with formal flower beds and specimen planting surrounded by
hedging.
Significance
The park is an example of a civic park and also adds to the setting of the
castle and provides an important view to it, and is also one of a number of
adjoining significant green spaces in Conisbrough Conservation Area that
together give a strong green character to the area. It also houses and sets off
several listed civic monuments.
It is however not considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest in its own right but is important as a setting for
several listed buildings and to the conservation area.

Crookhill Park, Conisbrough
History
For several centuries the Crookhill estate was owned by the Woodyeare
family who were benefactors of Conisbrough’s St Peter’s Church. The Hall
was of early 17th Century origin but was considerably altered in the late 18th
century. During the 1920s, the estate was leased to several occupants
including Joseph Humble, a Mr Blomfield and in 1926 – to the West Riding
County Council. In 1948, on the introduction of the National Health Service,
the Hall was inherited by the Doncaster Hospital Management Committee and
became a tuberculosis sanatorium. This committee continued to run Crookhill
Hall as a T. B. hospital until 1963, when it closed due to the decline in the
incidence of T. B. Sadly, sometime after, the empty building became a target
for vandals and was severely damaged by fire, resulting in its demolition
during 1968. Later, the grounds were converted for use as a golf course, and
a club house was erected on the old hall site. Quote from June and Tony
Greathead (1990) ‘Photographs of Old Conisbrough’, p.38
Description
The house may have been built or rebuilt by the Woodyeare family for it is
described as a ‘a pretty new house, the seat of William Woodyeare, Esq.
’(Hunter 1828:124), and a ‘mansion pleasantly situated on the side of a hill,
and has an interesting appearance’ (Miller 1804:251). This ‘interesting
appearance’ may be euphemism for the fact that the house front had squared
pilasters, and a somewhat unattractive in appearance (Klemperer 2010).
The house is described as plain Georgian with seven bays in two storeys. The
building had quoins, a three bay pediment, and a Gibbs surround to the
entrance (Pevsner 1974:192). In line with the mid 18th century date of the
property, the hall had a small park of 35 ha (90 acres), which may have been
expanded slightly in the 19th century, with a ha-ha and terrace and a walled
formal and Kitchen Garden. The hall also had in the 19th century conservatory
on its western side (Klemperer 2010).
The park by the 19th century had a few loose clumps, two linked fish ponds,
bounding plantations and shelterbelts, and a carriage drive circumnavigating
the park with a 19th century lodge on its northern entrance. To the south of the
hall are paddocks, an orchard and the re-routed entrance road into the hall, all
of which may be relics of the 18th century landscaping. The hall was sited on
the scarp slope of the Magnesian Limestone to give the ‘prospect’ so desired
by the 18th century gentry. This is commented upon in contemporary texts:
‘The house stands on the rising ground, fronting the north and commands a
fine view of the woods of Melton and Sprotbrough, and the rich country
towards Barnburgh and Wentworth’ (Hunter 1828).
The remnants of the park consists of tree belts, clumps and specimen trees,
into which the golf course has been designed. The larger of the two fishponds
there were once part of the landscaping appears to still remain but enveloped
by trees. There are also some remains of outbuildings and the walled garden.

Significance
The grounds make up the wider setting of the now demolished Crookhill Hall
and incorporates important garden features including woodlands.
It is however not considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest.
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Old photograph of Crookhill (now demolished) Source: Lost Houses of the West Riding
(Waterson E. & Meadows P., 1998)

Grove Gardens, Doncaster
History
Grove Gardens at Wheatley Hills was formed out of an old gravel pit. The land
was historically owned by the Cookes of Wheatley Hills and a plantation
known as Gravel Hole Plantation was formed as an embellishment of the
estate.
In the early Twentieth century the area around the gravel pit was developed,
this included a house called The Glen which was built in part of Gravel Pit
Plantation. The gravel pit itself remained undeveloped and in 1935 was
offered by the owner AL Rhodes (who also owned the Glen) as a jubilee gift
(1935 was the Silver Jubilee of George V) for use as a public pleasure
ground. Rhodes also agreed to give £500 towards improving the site and his
offer was finally accepted by the Corporation and the park was opened to the
public on 28 May 1936.
The old gravel pit which formed a ‘natural’ amphitheatre was reshaped in
works undertaken in 1952. These works included levelling out the quarry and
creating terraces to form a sunken bowling green, the provision of tennis
courts, a putting green and a children’s play area. A pavilion was built which
was opened to the public in 1955.
The Glen also became the property of the Corporation in July 1967 under the
terms of A L Rhodes will. Initially the house was to be retained but was
damaged and the Council decided that the house should be demolished and
the site added to Grove Gardens. The old plantation with its bluebells was
seen to be a very attractive addition to the park – daffodils and crocus have
been naturalised in the woodland.
Description
It is a small municipal park off Armthorpe Road. The western half is widely
treed, the eastern half is dominated by a bowling green within an
amphitheatre setting, with formally laid out with terraces, limestone walls and
formal steps, with formal pavilion to its south.
Significance
The park incorporates important garden features. However whilst being an
important community facility it is currently considered to not be of sufficient
historic significance to be a park and garden of local historic interest.

Lindholme Island, Lindholme
History
Lindholme Island previously formed part of the royal park of Hatfield Chase. It
was a small island in a large bog until the drainage of the area in the 17th
century. The only recorded occupant before this time was a hermit, William of
Lindholme, living in a small hut on the island (Klemperer 2010).
A Richard Howlegate lived on the this site in the 19th century, but no details of
his house can be found (Miller 1804). Hunter describes one farm on the site,
owned by several generations, by the Irvin family, but little else, as the area
was still marshy and ‘semi-fluid’ in nature (Hunter 1828). The house is
probably the same building as the present structure. Lindholme was once the
property of Lord Allerton, and was apparently used as a farmhouse. The hall
was occupied, until recently, by the Lyons family (Tuffrey 2000/Klemperer
2010). It is now a centre for Buddhism.
Description
Lindholme Island forms the grounds of Lindholme Hall which is situated at its
centre. It is a 120 acre estate made up of grassland, heathland and woodland
Lindholme Hall was built in the 19th century as a country house. It is of white
painted brick originally with slate roof but which has been replaced with
concrete tiles. The hall has a courtyard, lodge and drive with turning circle
(Klemperer 2010).
The grounds are of 19th century origin and cover the ‘high’ ground within the
bog. The hall, in the 19th century, had small gardens and a few plots, all
surrounded by a shelter belt to the west. The front lawn to the west has a few
specimen trees from the late 19th century dotted across it, and a small ha-ha
separates it from the paddocks beyond. These, encompassed by the
aforementioned shelter belt, have parkland trees, which indicates, with the
presence of a ha-ha, that they were parkland used for grazing stock. There
are also two ponds in the southeast corner (Klemperer 2010). There are also
remnants of ancient oak woodlands.
Significance
The grounds make up the immediate setting of the former hall and
incorporates woodlands. It is also unique in that it is the only parkland in the
Borough that is set in the middle of peatlands.
However, it is not currently considered to be of sufficient significance to be a
park and garden of local historic interest although if additional information
does become available it may make this worth re-examining.
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Conisbrough Mill Piece, Conisbrough
History
This is the site of one of the two mills mentioned in the Domesday book. The
water in the brook provided fresh water, fish and mussels for the occupants of
the Castle in its early days.
Description
The mill piece is an open space east of Low Road and is a wooded ravine
following the course of a stream, the Kearsley Brook. The wood contains a
millrace and pond that eventually drains into the River Don. A network of
meandering footpaths and small bridges follow the course of the brook in this
shallow valley
Significance
The park is important in that it was the site of the town mill and the sequence
of ponds and stream are a remainder of its former use. It adds to the setting of
the castle, and is also one of a number of adjoining significant green spaces
in Conisbrough Conservation Area that together give a strong green character
to the area.
It is however not considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest, but is an important space in the conservation
area.

Minster Grounds, Doncaster
History
The area has previously been the site of two roman forts and a castle. The
medieval church is believed to have started as a chapel to the castle before
eventually becoming the town’s main church. In 1853 the old church was
destroyed by fire and a replacement designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott,
was erected 1854-8 and is now Grade I listed. The spaces around the church
always appear to have always been rather ad-hoc, although the area to the
south has been the most formalised with the addition of railings. The grounds
have been greatly affected by redevelopments in the 1960s and more
recently.
Description
The grounds of the Minster can be divided in to three main areas, the west,
south and east grounds.
The grounds to the west are a levelled grassed area sheltered from the
adjacent developments and roads by trees, mature shrubs and the old college
building. This are contains several mature trees and numerous memorials and
stones in this area. It is surrounded by limestone walls to the north but where
Church Way has altered the previous layout is in sandstone.
The grounds to the south are triangular in shape, and is bounded by
decorative railings, although where it adjoins Church Way there is a gap. This
area is dominated by the War memorial and is surrounded by grave stone laid
flat.
The east side of the Minster is grassed but lacks any sense of enclosure
followed the demolition of historic buildings in the 1960s and the removal of
replacement buildings in the 1990s.
Significance
The church yard makes up the immediate setting of the Listed Minster and
incorporates important features including the railings, stone walls, monuments
and grave stones, and trees. It is also an important space in the Doncaster –
St. George’s Conservation Area.
It is however not considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest although it is important in the setting of the
Minster and the conservation area.

Sandall Beat Wood, Doncaster
History
Sandall Beat Wood was planted in the early years of the 19th century on open
land, and a patchwork of heath, fen, and rough pasture. This afforestation was
part of a national campaign during the Napoleonic Wars, to provide timber for
ship building. In 1809 Doncaster Town Council ordered 'Slater the Woodman'
to buy many thousands of tree seedlings - a mixture of Larch, Oak, Ash,
Beech, Sweet Chestnut, Scots Pine, Lime and Elm. To prepare the land for
planting, drainage channels were dug in criss-cross fashion - 365 in all.
Planting began in 1810 and continued during 1811 and 1812.
The young trees flourished, and by the end of the century both fen and heath
were gradually disappearing. Now only a small area of fen still remains on the
eastern edge of the wood, and the open heath has more or less vanished.
Description
The park is approximately 9 acres in area and comprises woodland with a
network of paths. The wood lies close to the heart of Doncaster and is used
by townspeople to walk their dogs, go riding, picnic in summer, or simply
explore the changing woodland. It is also a SSSI and important for wildlife. In
the centre of the woods is the pavilion/lodge building
Significance
The wood is important in its creation being linked to a historic event and its
changing role reflects its continuing relevance. However it is not considered to
be of sufficient significance to be a park and garden of local historic interest.

