Memorial Park, Thorne
History
Thorne Memorial Park was originally part of the extensive grounds of Thorne
Hall. Thorne Hall was built in the late 18th/early 19th century and is now Grade
II listed. Thorne Memorial Park was laid out in the mid 19th century as part of
the pleasure grounds of the hall. The park was bought by Thorne Council from
the Durham Family, one time owners of Thorne Hall, for £700 in 1920. The
sum was raised through a public subscription by the people of Thorne. The
park was acquired as a war memorial hence the name. The adjoining ‘walled
garden’ was acquired in 1953.
Description
The park is centred on a lake which appears to be the remnant of an ancient
watercourse through the area and which was one of the many channels of the
River Don that once existed. There are a number of civic park features
including the Grade II listed Crimean War memorial pump as well as the
bandstand. The gates and piers onto South Parade are also very elaborate
with a bell cote on one of the piers. The park is also well treed. There is a
miniature railway laid out in part of the park.
Significance
The park is part of the historic parkland of Thorne Hall and is an example of a
public park. It incorporates important garden features including the listed
Crimean pump, lake, bandstand, boundary walls, railings and gates, and
trees.
Therefore, it is considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest.

Owston Park, Owston
History
There was seemingly a deer park in the environs of Owston in 1334, owned
by the Crown (Cantor 1983). There was also a manor house on the site,
possibly from the C11 onwards, but certainly the Adams family had a house
on the site during the 16th century (Miller 1804). An ‘Owston Hall’ can be seen
on John Flintoff’s map of 1768 and William Whitelock’s survey of 1780. This
building had a landscape consisting of a small garden, a court and a number
of paddocks and closes, that had park-like functions, which existed from the
16th until late 18th century. By the 18th century, the area which had formerly
been a deer park had reverted to arable. The landscape was changed by the
1760s with the enclosure of Owston’s three large common fields, enabling a
change to the parkland in the later 18th century (Klemperer 2010).
Owston Hall was built in the early 18th century and extended 1794-5 by
William Lindley for Brian Cooke as a country house. Cooke, keen to produce
a suitable setting for his new house commissioned Humphrey Repton to
refashion the grounds which took place in the late eighteenth century. The
sheer scale of Repton's scheme was well beyond Cooke's financial means;
thus was only implemented to a limited extent (Klemperer 2010).
Bryan Cooke married Francis Puleston the daughter of Mary Davies of Havod
y Wern, Co. Denbigh, the family at Owston adopted the name Davies-Cooke
upon the inheritance of Philip (1793-1853) in 1821. Further changes in the
C19 included an expansion of the parkland and building of lodges. As the
nineteenth century progressed, the estate became increasingly neglected as
the Davies-Cooke’s focus was directed towards their Welsh estates. Parts of
the parkland were converted to agriculture, and the rest let as a golf course
from 1928 onwards (Klemperer 2010). During the Second World War the golf
course reverted back to agricultural use. The estate was sold in 1976 followed
by the house in 1979. In the mid1980s a nine hole golf course was formed to
the front with later a eighteen hole golf course in the 1990s. The house is now
a hotel and its former stable-block additional bedroom accommodation.

Description
From the late 18th century onwards, considerably changes were executed at
the site. The first was the building of a new hall in a simple villa style, for
Bryan Cooke by William Lindley between 1786-1796 (Usher 1964). The hall
still remains and is a Grade II* listed building standing on a level site
immediately to the south of the complex of farmbuildings and cottages which
make up the hamlet of Owston. Its site offers views out across the park to the
south and west. Owston Hall also has stable-block to the north which is a
Grade II listed building. A conservatory was added in mid-late 19th century.
Further additions were added in the late 19th century.
Cooke commissioned a number of landscape architects, including Thomas
White in 1785, and Humphry Repton in 1792, to create designs for the
grounds of his new house. The ideas of Repton illustrated in a Red Book

dated 1792, were executed to an extent. There were suggestions to move the
house but this was to stay in its original position. The public road to the east
was moved further eastwards to allow an extension of the parklands which
made room for Low or East Park. The net result of these changes was a new
house, surrounded by pleasure grounds, a remote kitchen garden (which is
Grade II listed), and a parkland in a ‘Picturesque’ style (Klemperer 2010).
Several building and features were designed to adorn the landscape including
a ‘Grecian’ lodge (Doncaster Lodge; 1827 and which is Grade II listed) and
four other lodges (1811-1842), to ‘guard’ the entrances to the estate, a
plethora of plantations, and a number of formal avenues. Nearer the house,
the shrubberies of the pleasures grounds were transformed into an Arboretum
(1827), and the grounds as a whole became more intensively planted with
exotic species. The parkland was separated from the pleasure grounds and
gardens by a ha-ha (Klemperer 2010).
After 1860, ornamental landscaping was restricted to cosmetic detailing, such
as reconstruction of stone features – salvaged from various historic sites –
such as the Norman Chapel arch placed in the pleasure circuit in 1866
(Klemperer 2010).
Much of the former parkland has been turned in to golf courses (one an
eighteen hole course associated with the Owston Hall Hotel and another
independent nine hole course).
The former parkland of Owston Hall also contains estate cottages and farm
buildings (many of the latter have been converted to private dwellings). The
village appears to have been transplanted for aesthetic reasons when the
grounds of Owston Hall were landscaped after Humphrey Repton’s
intervention and are mainly from mid 18th to early 19th century and many are
separately Grade II Listed. The church (Grade I listed) and Home Farm
(Grade II) predate this clearance but are treated as part of the new landscape
and the church yard has been appropriated into the estate landscape in the
19th century by planting, including exotic conifers (Klemperer 2010).
Significance
The grounds make up the setting of Owston Hall, and is connected with a
significant landscape designer/architect and for which the original Red Book
survives. It incorporates important garden and parkland features including the
listed ha-ha, kitchen garden, lodges, estate cottages and former
farmbuildings, and individual specimen trees, clumps, woodlands and
plantations.
It is therefore considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest.
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Regent Square, Doncaster
History
The history of Regent Square is linked with the growth of the town in the mid
19th century when Doncaster was expanding southwards from the High Street
southwards towards the Racecourse. The OS map of 1854 shows a
rectangular open area bounded to the west and south by Thorne Road and
South Parade respectively with the curtilage of Cavendish House to the east
and Hall Cross to the north. This area was formerly referred to as Hall Cross
Close, an open area comprising of a pond and a water reservoir. In 1853,
Regent Square was built, it was initially to comprise solely semi-detached
villas of simple architecture surrounding a central green, but terraces and
detached dwellings were later also incorporated which became more
elaborate the later they were built. Formerly all private residences, the houses
forming the square were owned by the ‘well to do’ of the town. Some have
been converted into the Regent Hotel.
Description
Regent Square is set around a public garden area, well stocked with trees
and seating, forming a green oasis in the centre of the town. The main feeling
is one of a typical Victorian Square, compact housing around a grassed area.
It has been noted recently that some of the original planting survives in the
Square. To improve views onto the square the windows of several houses in
one corner are angled (Doncaster Civic Trust).
Significance
Regent Square is designated as a park and garden of local historic interest.
The designation consists of the historic boundary walls and the green space
enclosed by it. This park is considered to be worthy of this designation for the
following reason:
1. Square gardens with houses surrounding an open space was an
important form of townscape in the C19th. Regent Square is the only
planned residential square of this type within Doncaster and is
therefore considered an important local example of this type of square
garden.
2. Although the original fabric has been eroded over time the form and
path layout remains intact.

Rose Hill Cemetery, Cantley
History
The grounds were originally part of Cantley Hall Park, which along with the
site of the neighbouring houses were acquired by Doncaster Corporation in
the mid 20th century. In particular the original entrance to the estate giving
access onto the Great North Road was in this area.
With the continual rise of the population of Doncaster, by the 1930s Hyde
Park Cemetery was close to be fully occupied. To alleviate this Rosehill
Cemetery was opened in 1934. In October 1960 a crematorium was opened
on the site.
Description
The trees along the boundary with Cantley Lane as well as other mature trees
are part of the landscape of the original larger Cantley estate. Within this has
been laid out the formal layout of the cemetery and the more informal layout
of the crematorium.
The main entrance to the cemetery is off Ascot Road and is through an
arched single storey entrance building which is contemporary with its opening
date. It is in red brick with stone dressings, roofed in small red clay plain tiles
with small paned metal windows with a swivel opening to the top (three over
six). Beyond to the left of the access-way there is a former superintendent’s
lodge (now in private ownership) which is of a similar date and design to the
entrance building but is two storey and its original windows have been
replaced.
After this the main path splits into three with avenues of different trees to each
(silver birch to left, whitebeam to middle and horse chestnut and lime to right).
The central path lead to a chapel set at the centre of the cemetery, again
contemporary with the opening of the cemetery and sharing the same
architectural language as the entrance building and the former
superintendent’s house. The cemetery is further divided into area by paths
with the major ones having further avenues. A special landscaped area is
designed to commemorate the burial of children and babies and uses
sycamores and limes on its main avenue.
The crematorium is beyond the cemetery and its vehicular and main entrance
is off Cantley Lane which appears to be where the above mentioned entrance
to the former Cantley estate once was. This entrance is simple and there is a
contemporary lodge to the right which again is now in private ownership. The
approach road curves into the site through a tree plantation and opens out on
to car parking and the crematorium building. Beyond is the memorial garden
which is formally laid out. Bounding all the sites are relatively simple railings
and gates although there is some decorative features.
Also of importance to the cemetery is the strip of open space between it at
Cantley Lane and the green on the opposite side of Ascot Avenue and which
have therefore been included within its designation.

Significance
The cemetery is important in the social history of Doncaster and incorporates
elements of the original planting of Cantley Estate as well as significant
cemetery features such as the entrance building/lodge and chapel as well as
gates and railings, avenues, monuments, grave stones and specimen trees.
It is therefore considered to be of sufficient significance to be a park and
garden of local historic interest.
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Rossington Hall Gardens, Rossington
History
The land which now forms the Rossington Hall Estate was until 1773 part of
Rossington Common which was part of the land and estates granted to the
town of Doncaster by Henry VII with the charter of 1505. The land appears to
be open unenclosed common land. From references in Doncaster Borough
documents to rights to cut wood there would have been stands of woodland in
the area.
In 1772 the Corporation let to James Stovin, Town Clerk, about 300 acres of
land on Rossington Common. As a condition of the lease he is said to have
built a mansion which he called Shooters Hill with associated newly created
parkland. This park of 25ha (60 acres), was probably enabled by the 1774
enclosure of Rossington Common (Rodgers 1953). This area is called the
‘Old Park’ and is to the east of Rossington Hall site (Roberts 1995/Klemperer
2010).
The cost of the hall and its parkland however proved to be too much for Stovin
and he petitioned the corporation to take back the lease but to no avail.
However Stovin inherited another estate and sold Shooter’s Hill to Mr Da
Costa Esq. (Hunter 1828). The property was let by him to a number of people,
including a Mr Davis, breeder of Leicestershire sheep, who converted
Shooters Hill into a sheep farm, keeping 300,000 of them on the estate (Miller
1804). In 1804 the hall was occupied by Michael Humble who enlarged it as
part of his ‘improvements’, which also included plantations, gardens and a
‘great expense in the cultivation of the land’ (Miller 1804/Klemperer 2010).
Afterwards it was tenanted by a number of people until in 1838 Doncaster
sold their property in Rossington. The sale included ’13 farms, 2571 acres of
land woods, plantation, brickyard, 14 cottages, the mansion and 69 acres of
ground’ (Gordon Smith 1966). It was described as a ‘capital mansion.. with..
prolific gardens of two acres and upwards with lofty flued brick walls, terrace
walk, vinery and ice house, the whole screened from the house by tastefully
displayed pleasure grounds and plantations, surrounding a verdant lawn,
studded with fine spreading Beeches and American Oaks of great beauty’
(sale Catalogue 1838). These gardens must have been kitchen gardens, and
from their descriptions they may well have been the existing site that lies 350
metres to the north of the mansion. The Shooters Hill estate was purchased
by James Browne, a Leeds woollen magnate who engaged WM Teulon
c.1855, to extend the existing Georgian house in a Gothic revival style (Clarke
1986/Klemperer 2010).
The 1854 OS map shows the complex of buildings in two parts; the house
itself and a group of buildings around a courtyard but there is no documentary
record of their origin or age. From later sketches by Teulon it is clear that the
building was a small hall from the Georgian period. To the rear of the hall was
a courtyard of domestic ancillary buildings and beyond a further courtyard of
stables and farm buildings. It is clear that the hall of 1838 was a working

estate building and that these dominated the site. The plan also shows a
lodge and garden to the south of the entrance road.
There appears also to have been a formal garden as well as the pleasure
grounds. The front of the building may have been lawned and studded with
specimen trees within a larger plantation. Map evidence from 1810 and 1838
shows that the tree cover was less extensive than it later became. The
‘Italianate Garden’ occupies part of what appears from the 1858 plan to be a
walled kitchen garden. This plan shows a regular layout with some brick
structures at the eastern end which may have been the gardener’s cottage or
was occupied by the other structures described above. There is evidence on
the ground for a garden wall and towards the western end of a built structure
with a hearth possibly for a hothouse. All the components of the later park,
with the exception of the ‘Italianate’ garden were in place by 1838.
There appears to be some confusion to what exactly happened with the
previous house. Gordon Smith (1966) states there was a fire in 1870s but
there are no newspaper reports from this time to confirm this. Some of the
fabric of the current building appears slightly earlier than the rest and which
also appears to tally with Teulon’s earlier scheme to extend the previous
building. It may be that on building this extension it was felt that this wasn’t
completely a successful composition or with the death of James Browne in
1877 there was a change in architectural ambition both of which may have
been further compounded by any fire that may have occurred at the time.
Whatever was the particular circumstance the building was substantially
rebuilt apart from the recently built extension mentioned above.
Teulon was still employed to design this new house in 1882 for JR Streatfield,
Browne’s nephew. The new hall was rechristened Rossington Hall and cost a
massive £60,000 for the time (Klemperer 2010). Teulon was also responsible
for the earlier stable block built in 1855. The Italianate garden was most likely
to have laid out between these dates. The Hall remained within the Streatfield
family until 1937.
The 1939 sale catalogue refers to the formal gardens as including rose
gardens, lily pond and rhododendron walks. It was bought at this time by the
Roman Catholic Order of White Fathers (Tuffrey 2000). However the hall was
then requisitioned for the Second World War, and was used by the Royal
Veterinary Corps, for horse training. After the War, the White Fathers returned
briefly to Rossington but sold the hall in 1948 to Doncaster Corporation for
£18,000. The Corporation refurbished the hall, and opened it as a ‘Special
School’ in 1953 (Klemperer 2010).
In the 1990s it was proposed to turn some of its grounds into a ‘golf complex’
with the rest of the parkland going for a housing and business park
development. The hall is now a wedding and events venue, and the rest of the
grounds are used as an equestrian training complex.

Description
Hall and Stable Block
The hall itself is the focal point of the estate emphasised by its imposing
position and the views created. It is executed in a Gothic ‘Jacobethan’ style in
red brick (English Bond), with moulded ashlar dressings, in three storeys, five
bays, all topped with a Welsh slate roof.
The stable block predates the hall and is a subsidiary feature though the clock
tower is also a focal point. There are a number of modern buildings which
detract from the historic tight building grouping hall and stables within the
parkland setting. Both the hall and the stables are grade II listed buildings.
Walled quadrant garden
The walled garden is to the rear of and attached to the listed hall. It is
enclosed by a quadrant brick wall with inverted round arches and the south
west is bounded partly by hedging which is not historic. This is an attractive
feature and presumably part of the 1882 design giving shelter from north and
east and visually separating the front of the hall from the stable block. A path
runs from the front lawn through a gate in the wall to the stable block.
Pleasure Grounds
The grounds surrounding the house are described as ‘Pleasure Grounds’
(Gordon Smith 1966), with island shrub beds, specimen tree plantings, with
round walks, and terraced lawns. The lawns in front of the Hall and to the side
are a historic feature of the site and away from the hall these are studded with
individual and specimen trees. On the terrace below to the south, there is a
large ‘amphitheatre’ style rose garden which is called the ‘Italianate Garden’
and is described separately below.
Still within the pleasure grounds lie a number of plantations, including Garden
Field Plantation to the southwest of the hall, a pinetum to the southeast,
Stables Plantation to the northeast, and Park Plantation to the east
(surrounding the drive), all of which are planted with exotics, and which acted
as an arboreta.
Italianate Garden
The Italian garden is a sunken terraced garden set to the south west of the
hall. The outline of the garden is present in ground level changes, evidence of
steps, paths, and terraces but much of the garden features had previously
disappeared although it has been reinstated. It has a SE-NW gravelled walk
called the ‘Long Walk’ running 200 metres. At the northwest end of this walk is
a formal lily pond and at the other was a focal folly.
The whole of this garden was enclosed by trimmed yew hedges, but towards
the ‘Lily Pond’ lie a Rhododendron sp. and Azalea sp. Walk (Klemperer 2010),
all of which have been recently replanted and beyond to the north west a
sunken tennis court and bowling green. The garden could predate the present
hall and be part of the pleasure grounds/terraced walk noted in 1838 but is
more likely to date from between 1850-1880. To the south west is a part

rendered brick wall with entrance and further evidence of previous built
structures whose origins and function is unknown.
Plantations and Parkland
The 19th Century parkland nature of the Rossington Hall Estate is apparent in
the designed plantation and footpath layout in the immediate environs. Old
Park towards the main road is important in maintaining the parkland setting of
the hall. The wooded plantations are roughly contiguous with the historic
layout but are probably more dense restricting views out of the hall.
Beyond the pleasure grounds, the park was divided into a number of areas
including the pastures between the Garden Field Plantation, and to the north,
Nine Acre Plantation, used during the 1830s as paddocks for deer to stock the
‘Old Park’ to the east. Further to the north lie ‘Brick Ponds’, 3 lakes lying in a
serpentine fashion and then the Kitchen Garden with its conservatory. The
Kitchen Garden is enclosed by another plantation again with exotic planting
(Klemperer 2010).
The parkland of some 120ha. (300 acres) was surrounded by a complex
system of ‘wavy edged’ plantations to give it a natural effect, including Sixteen
Acre Plantation, Bone Field Plantation, Whinny Lane Plantation, etc. and is
bounded to the south by White Mires Wood (Coates 1960).
The Lodge
The lodge is an attractive building associated with a large country estate and
important as it marks the main approach to the hall indicating that this was an
estate of some importance. It is in a prominent position to the right of the
entrance and adjacent to the main road. It guards the 650 metre approach
drive, surrounded by Rhodedendron sp., evergreens, and specimen trees,
including Sequoidendron giganteum (Klemperer 2010).
Map evidence shows that this building replaced an earlier lodge and to the left
of the entrance. The building is in poor condition requiring significant remedial
works but is an integral part of the historic parkland. The lodge is linked to the
hall by a straight avenue of trees which is also part of the historic parkland
layout.
Significant
Rossington Hall Garden is designated as a park and garden of local historic
interest. The designation includes the Grade II listed hall, the Grade II listed
stable block, the immediate lawned garden landscape around them, the
surrounding woodland, the lodge to the main road and the connecting tree
lined avenue, the Old Park and parkland and plantations surrounding the hall.
The boundary reflects the current extent of the estate and its plantations
rather than historic boundaries, and in particular the line of the adjoining
railway.
This park is considered to be worthy of this designation for the following
reasons:

1. It is the designed parkland landscape surrounding the hall and forming
its setting.
2. The ‘Italianate’ garden is a local example of the style reflecting the
tastes of landowners who were familiar with the gardens of northern
Italy and who wished to introduce similar style to their own gardens.
3. The present parkland layout dating from the mid 19th Century is
virtually intact and is likely to be a development of earlier features.

Archive photograph of Rossington Hall

Archive photograph of Stableblock

Drawings by WM. Teulon of extension to Shooter’s Hill – This extension still appears to exist
but is now incorporated into the later Rossington Hall

St. Catherine’s Grounds, Balby
History
St. Catherine’s was originally built as a country house in 1839 to designs of
John Clark and is now a Grade II listed building. Built mainly of ashlar with
some brick in a Gothic style. It was built for George Banks, the former Mayor
of Leeds. From 1931 it was used as hospital for disabled people, being
modified in design by Vincent Turner. The building became the administration
block of the hospital in 1937-8. The grounds now have several hospital
buildings within them and recently a small part has been developed as part of
a larger modern residential estate. (References: A history of St Catherine’s
Hall by the Doncaster Healthcare Trust (1997) and others).
Description
The undeveloped parkland to St. Catherine’s is considered to be of interest
and is the land immediately around the former hall including the entrance
drive and its front lawns/gardens. The latter allows the building to be read in
its original setting and forms a significant green open space within the
grounds. There are embattled garden walls around the former hall that are
also by John Clark and are Grade II listed in their own right. They give further
sense of theatre on the arrival to the hall.
There are well planted screening along the frontage on to Tickhill Road.
Whilst the original lodge building no longer exists and the approach has been
resited with modern gates and piers these are still considered to be of interest
and are included within the proposed designation. To the rear of the hall are
walled kitchen gardens that help understand the original garden layout and
practices.
As well as the avenues lining the approach and other formal tree planting
within the immediate vicinity of the hall, there are important trees beyond and
whilst not inside the proposed park and garden area are important to the
wider setting and as part of the original parkland and are therefore of some
significance.
Significance
The grounds make up the immediate setting of the Listed former hall and
incorporates important garden features including the listed garden walls, front
gardens and approach, kitchen garden and woodlands/avenues.
Although the designated site is only part of the original grounds, this area
contains the principal features. It is therefore considered to be of sufficient
significance to be a park and garden of local historic interest.
.
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