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Preface
The guidance contained in this document is provided to assist developers and
the general public when submitting planning applications. It supplements and
expands upon the Policies and Proposals of the Doncaster Unitary
Development Plan (UDP) and the emerging policies that will be contained
within the Local Development Framework (LDF).
The UDP contains both the strategic and the local planning policies necessary
to guide development in Doncaster and is used by the council for
development control purposes. At the time of writing this appraisal, the UDP is
being reviewed and will ultimately be replaced with the emerging LDF.
It is not possible however for the UDP or indeed the future LDF to address in
detail all the issues raised by the many types of development. This appraisal
will be a material consideration to be taken into account when determining
planning applications. Also included within the Appraisal are Management
Proposals that will be considered for adoption by the Council as part of its
approval processes.
It is hoped that this guidance will cover most eventualities including all the
main guidelines, which a prospective applicant should bear in mind when
considering development proposals. The appraisal however is not intended to
be wholly comprehensive and the failure to mention any particular building;
feature or space should not be assumed to imply that they are not of
significance. Advice is available from Doncaster Council’s Design and
Conservation Team and you are advised to make early contact before
carrying out any work within the conservation area.
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Part I – Appraisal
1.

Introduction

A conservation area is an area “…of special architectural or historic interest,
the character of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance” 1
Conservation areas were first introduced by the Civic Amenities Act 1967.
The Act has now been incorporated and expanded into the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, which provides the statutory
basis for planning control within conservation areas. This current Act imposes
a duty on the local planning authority to designate conservation areas (where
appropriate), to review them from time to time, and to bring forward policies
and proposals for the preservation and enhancement of such areas.
Before bringing forward policies and proposals for any conservation area it is
important to define what its special historic or architectural character is.
Government guidance contained in Planning Policy Statement 1 and Planning
Policy Guidance 15 emphasises the need for the character and local
distinctiveness of an area to be analysed and clearly defined in a written
appraisal. English Heritage has set out in their 2006 guidance note “Guidance
on Conservation Area Appraisals” a methodology for analysing this character.

Conisbrough Conservation Area in context
1

As defined under S61 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas) Act 1990
4

This appraisal covers the Conisbrough Conservation Area, which was
originally designated on 4 January 1974 and is the first review of this
conservation area since its designation. The appraisal follows the English
Heritage guidance and aims to identify the special architectural, landscape
and historic interest of the Conisbrough Conservation Area.
Conisbrough conservation area is dominated by the castle and the church,
both of which are Grade I listed buildings, with the castle also being a
scheduled ancient monument. The castle is located on a hill-top with the
town, which is centred around the church, on a spur behind. The town dates
from at least the Anglo-Saxon period, and its main street pattern and the
church origins are from this period. There are a large amount of trees and
green spaces especially around the castle and the north-eastern parts of the
conservation area.
The conservation area has several 17th and 18th century properties, but there
are also numerous buildings from the Victorian period, mainly in the form of
commercial and residential terraces. Buildings tend to be mainly of a simple
form and use a limited range of materials; brick, render or stone for walls, with
natural Welsh slate or clay pantiles for the roof. Stone boundary walls are a
significant feature. Within the conservation area there are eight listed
buildings.
This document will be used as material consideration for planning applications
after public consultation. This appraisal also includes management proposals
that recommend measures that could be used to help preserve or enhance
the special character and appearance of the conservation area.

Conisbrough Castle dominates the northern part of the
Conisbrough Conservation Area
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2.

Location

Conisbrough Conservation Area is situated approximately five miles
southwest of Doncaster along the main rail, road (A630) and river transport
routes that link Doncaster to Sheffield. The village lies on the southern
magnesian limestone belt, which runs north-south from Bedale in North
Yorkshire to Nottingham. The limestone belt is never more than a few miles
wide at any point.
Following the collapse of the mining industry and the restoration of despoiled
land, Conisbrough is situated in a relatively rural environment by the River
Don Gorge. Due to its elevation on the limestone belt, the village enjoys long
views over the gently undulating intensively farmed lowlands and along the
Don Gorge that surround the village.

Aerial photograph showing existing boundary of Conisbrough Conservation Area
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Conisbrough Conservation Area was designated in January 1974 under the
former West Riding County Council. The conservation area includes most of
the village's commercial centre, a Scheduled Ancient Monument (the castle),
two Grade I listed buildings (the castle and the church) and much of the lowlying woodland primarily of Sycamore and Ash trees. The conservation area
covers a dramatic hilly tree covered site. Its boundaries are unchanged since
designation, however a report to the Planning Committee in 1993 considered
the suitability and adequacy of part of the boundary. This proved inconclusive
and no changes were made.
Suburban expansion and housing estates surround the boundary.
Conisbrough Ward has a population of 14,172 (2001 Census) although the
conservation area itself has a much smaller population due to the low level of
housing within it.

Grade I Listed Church of St. Peter
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3.

Origin and development of the settlement

Conisbrough name derives from the Anglo-Saxon ‘Cyningesburh’ which is
understood to mean the 'King's stronghold' and has a rich and varied history.
Many aspects of the character of the conservation area derive from over 1500
years of change. The history is complex and has been briefly outlined in this
document to represent how the areas of character have developed.
Originally a forested area, Conisbrough formed the northern extremities of
Sherwood Forest. The village developed as an Anglo-Saxon settlement with
the construction of the Church of St. Peter replacing a previous place of
worship around an Anglo-Saxon cross. The period before this is open to
speculation and any Roman activity would have been related to agriculture
with the main focus at the Roman Town of Danum (present day Doncaster)
and several other fortified sites adjacent to the Great North Road. Roman
Pottery kilns were situated in the fields east of Conisbrough and Roman coins
have been found in most parts of the village.
The fortified Anglo-Saxon settlement developed to guard a forded crossing of
the River Don known as Strafford Sands. Conisbrough was the centre of an
important administrative area before the Norman Conquest and was owned
by King Harold before his defeat in 1066. Anglo-Saxon Conisbrough was
triangular in plan formed by present day High Street, West Street and Church
Street. It is suggested that the Anglo-Saxon settlement had a population of
about 200 people to sustain it. The church was central to the village and was
the only stone built Anglo-Saxon building and parts of this remain encased in
the post-conquest fabric.
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After his death at Hastings, Harold's lands were given by the Conqueror to his
own son-in-law, William de Warrenne, 1st earl of Surrey. His main interests in
the Conisbrough estate were its value as a military centre and the hunting
provided in its park, but he also endowed the Cluniac priory of Lewes, and his
son gave the church of Conisbrough and all its dependencies to the priory. 1
At the time of the ‘Domesday Book’, in 1086, the manor of Conisbrough
included lands in 28 townships scattered throughout South Yorkshire. Within
the actual settlement was the church and two mills as well as 21 villiens
(feudal peasant worker owing allegiance directly to a lord), and numerous
woods, pastures and fields.
The defensive importance of the river crossing led to the construction of
Conisbrough Castle. The wooden Motte and Bailey castle of 1067 was
replaced by the present stone castle in 1180, and the stone curtain walls and
attached buildings were added a few years later. Conisbrough grew into an
important medieval centre. By 1538, however, it is recorded that the castle
had become redundant and fallen into disrepair.

1830 Engraving of Conisbrough Castle (Source: www.donny.co.uk)

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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The following centuries saw Conisbrough adopting a non-fortified and
peaceful role as a rural vernacular village centred on agriculture and small
cottage industries. There are a few buildings dating back from the
seventeenth and eighteenth century and these are of a characteristic
vernacular building form found in the villages on the limestone belt around
Doncaster. The underlying Magnesian limestone provides an excellent
building material producing creamy stone buildings with clay pantile roofs.
Before the use of pantiles, stone slates or thatch would have been used
but there are no surviving examples today. The stone has been and still is
extensively quarried along the Don Gorge taking advantage of the rail and
water transport routes.

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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Industrialisation increased the population and expanded the village. The
cottage industries such as pottery making and the cannon works grew into
important local industries. The navigable River Don linked Conisbrough to
the Humber and the Port of Hull. The coal seams brought the sinking of
two adjacent collieries, Denaby Main in 1863 and Cadeby Main in 1889.
This aided the railway and created employment and associated nineteenth
century terraced housing. However during the twentieth century there was
major clearance of buildings and road widening in certain areas that has
removed many of the older buildings.

The combination of changes over the centuries has created a village with
Anglo-Saxon and Norman street patterns, vernacular stone buildings, a
castle and 1200 year old church juxta-positioned by nineteenth century
buildings.

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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4. Prevailing and former uses and the influence on the
plan form and building types
From a visual analysis, the conservation area comprises four distinctive
identity areas.
•
•
•
•

Woodland and green open space
Commercial centre
Buildings in large grounds
Industrial housing

The map below illustrates the identity areas. Their boundaries are not
definite as the areas sometimes overlap. For example the Woodland and
green open space area merges with the buildings in large grounds
identity area along High Street on steeply rising ground.

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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The woodland and green open space is defined by an abundance of
grassland with trees and woodland in the northern part of the conservation
area with the castle forming its centrepiece. The prevailing use is
recreational, with amenities like Coronation Park, the castle grounds and
the Mill Piece provide a pleasant, attractive environment to walk and enjoy.
This identity area links to the wider landscape identity around
Conisbrough.

Mill Piece adjoining Low Road

The commercial centre is defined by the buildings and car parks that
form the village centre including most of Church Street, Old Road and
West Street, containing high street banks, post office, supermarket,
chemists, florists, bakeries, library and specialist shops. The buildings
range in age and style from vernacular stone, through red brick Victorian
to modern developments and tend to front the pavement. The dominant
height is two storeys with the occasional three-storey example. Except for
the seating area next to the bank, all the open space in the commercial
centre is used for car parking. This central area is situated on a gently
sloping plateau.

Commercial centre

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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The buildings in large grounds identity area is defined by mainly
residential buildings of differing ages and styles situated in generous
gardens or open space. This area runs in a north-south band and includes
the buildings that front high street and the properties east of Station Road
including the Police Station. The Priory and the Church of St. Peter are
also included in this area because they are situated in large open spaces.
This area runs beyond the conservation area boundary into The Dale.

Trees are a prominent feature of the large grounds in this area

The industrial housing area is defined predominantly by closely packed
two storey nineteenth century red brick terraces with slate roofs and later
residential developments. The southern part of the conservation area is
most characteristic of this but also contains the Star Inn public house and
adjacent night-club. The area contains a small recreational ground with
trees at the Low Road and Doncaster Road junction. This area is situated
in the flat valley bottom. This identity area runs beyond the conservation
area boundary into the housing south of Doncaster Road.

Terraced properties on the lower stretch of New Hill

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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The following map illustrates the topography of Conisbrough.

The conservation area showing the approximate location of the contour lines
to explain the topography of the area

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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5.

Archaeological significance of the area

The castle is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and has been subject to
archaeological investigation many times. The sensitive archaeological
nature of the open space that surrounds the castle has resulted in the form
of the Visitors Centre, built in 1989, resembling Jousting Tents. The Centre
was constructed with minimal foundations and an external frame to spread
the building's weight to avoid disturbing the archaeology below.

Entrance to Conisbrough Castle

The church was the centre of the Anglo-Saxon settlement and the
graveyard has archaeological potential for Saxon artefacts as it has it
remained undisturbed for such a long time.

The development of the church after the conquest. The left illustration shows the church
from the year 1000 and the right is the church in the year 1200 (Source: Saxon Churches
in South Yorkshire)

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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Conisbrough has a varied and long history and was a significant
settlement in the early middle ages, with the castle and church at its
historic centre, and the area retains the medieval street patterns.
It is therefore advisable that in order to reduce the risk of encountering
important archaeological remains late in any development process (which
could involve unforeseen time and cost implications) - any development
proposals for this area should be accompanied with a supporting
archaeological desk based appraisal. This will determine whether there is
a need for field evaluation prior to a planning application being devised,
whether there is a need for an archaeological evaluation to be secured by
planning condition or whether there is no further archaeological input
required.

1

Conisbrough Court Rolls –www.hrionline.ac.uk/conisbrough/find/manor_conisbrough.html
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